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Mission Friends 

Long ago, even before there was a Cove‐

nant denomination, there were those who 

called themselves “Mission Friends”. It was 

this Mission Friends movement that even‐

tually gave birth to the Evangelical Cove‐

nant Church and helped create an ethos – 

a culture ‐ within the denomination. 

Through this phrase, these believers 

sought to communicate two important 

aspects of their shared identity, something 

that the Covenant continues to pursue 

today.  

First, they saw themselves as “Friends”. 

One of the key passages that early Cove‐

nanters used was Psalm 119:63: “I am a 

friend to all who fear you, to all who follow 

your precepts.” From beginning to end, the 

Bible provides a consistent message: those 

who follow God are bound together. Alt‐

hough we separate into denominations 

and various church traditions and subcul‐

tures, we are inherently bound to one an‐

other in Christ. We share a common bap‐

tism, a common Holy Spirit, and a com‐

mon mission. And the more we hold to 

this in a mere theoretical way (while prac‐

tically, we are divided and suspicious of 

other Christians), the more that common 

mission is undermined. Thus, they under‐

stood that the Christian faith is inherently 

a relational faith. 

They also recognized that the 

Christian faith is not merely a social club. 

Rather, our Christian fellowship is a mis‐

sional friendship. The whole purpose of 

our being bound with one another is be‐

cause of our mission! In Christ, we are sent 

out into the world with the Good News of 

the Gospel. Without that, we are merely a 

group of friends with a common Savior. 

Instead, we are bound together as a body 

is bound together – working in order to be 

Christ’s continuing presence here. Because 

of this, the church needs to be both inter‐

nally and externally focused. Internally in 

that we are called to continually feed that 

fellowship, through friendship and mutual 

discipleship. Externally in that our ulti‐

mate goal is to glorify God and see people 

come to know this Savior. 

Thus, I want to encourage us to harken 

back to that early Covenant focus on being 

mission friends together. Take some time 

to consider that phrase. Consider what it 

means for our church body to be mission 

friends. And may we live into that reality. 

  2015 

March 29th 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

“I am a friend to all who fear you, 
to all who follow your precepts.”  

–Psalm 119:63 



The Big Lie Evangelicals Tell Chris an Parents 
by Mark Harper, for  

superchurch.com 

“Train up a child in the way he should 

go and when he is old he will not 

depart from it.” —Proverbs 22:6 

We have heard it preached from the pulpit for years. 

“If you are a good parent and train up your kids in the 

Christian faith they will not leave the faith.” 

I’ve preached it from the pulpit and chances are that 

you have too.  The problem is this doesn’t work. 

Many children of good Christian parents choose to 

leave the Christian faith every year.  When this 

happens parents tend to blame themselves. 

“What did I do wrong?” 

Sometimes parents blame the church and sometimes 

parents get really mad at God. 

Here is the problem. 

We have taken this 

scripture out of context. 

We have misused it to say 

something that it does not 

say. 

Proverbs 22:6 is a 

parenting scripture. 

It’s not a scripture about 

salvation. 

The scripture is simply 

saying that through 

consistent discipline you 

can train your children to 

behave. 

Herein lies the problem. Salvation does not come 

through obeying the rules.  

It comes by grace through faith. 

If your good works cannot save you, then your good 

parenting cannot save your kids. 

You can be the best parent in the world and make all 

the right choices, but you cannot save your child 

from hell. 

Only Christ can do that. 

One problem is that we mix the scriptures on 

evangelism and parenting and we tend to think they 

are the same when it comes to children. 

You can make your child clean her room or do her 

homework, but you cannot make her have a 

relationship with Christ. 

That is something she has to choose to do because 

she loves Jesus. 

Please don’t misunderstand me. 

You have a lot of influence over your children 

and God wants you to influence your kids for Christ 

just like He wants you to influence your neighbors for 

Christ. 

You cannot make your kids love Jesus, but there are 

things you can do as a parent that will cause your 

kids to run to God and there are things you can do 

that will cause your kids to run from God. 

If you are a hypocrite – you act one way at church 

and another way at home, your kids won’t believe you 

when your talk to them about Jesus. 

Another reason that kids leave the church is legalism. 

Many church kids grow up thinking that they can 

never measure up. 

Their parents are inflexible. 

They live by a list of do’s and don’ts. 

These parents tend to freak out when their kids sin as 

if they have never sinned. 

(“Web” Continued on page 3) 
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Proverbs 22:6 is a 

parenting scripture. 

It’s not a scripture about 

salvation...Salvation does 

not come through 

obeying the rules.  

It comes by grace 

through faith. 



The concept of grace never seems to enter the 

conversation. 

So, are there things I can do to lead my child to 

Christ? Absolutely. 

Take a look at what God said to the Israelites 

concerning the Passover lamb in Exodus, Chapter 12. 

I am choosing this story because it has nothing to do 

with a child’s behavior and everything to do with 

salvation. 

“Tell the whole community of Israel 

that on the tenth day of this month 

each man is to take a lamb for his 

family, one for each household…

Take care of them until the 

fourteenth day of the month, when 

all the members of the community 

of Israel must slaughter them at 

twilight. Then they are to take some 

of the blood and put it on the sides and tops of the 

doorframes of thehouses where they eat the lambs… 

Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you 

and your descendants.  When you enter the land that 

the LORD will give you as he promised, observe this 

ceremony. And when your children ask you, ‘What 

does this ceremony mean to you?’   Then tell them, ‘It 

is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed 

over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared 

our homes when he struck down the 

Egyptians.’” Then the people bowed down 

and worshiped.” 

I hadn’t seen this before, but recently I noticed that 

God instructed the children of Israel to select a lamb 

four days ahead of the Passover and to bring the lamb 

into their home. 

I believe God did this so the family and the children 

would become attached to the lamb before the 

slaughter. 

He wanted them to feel the emotion when they 

sacrificed the lamb. 

Just a little bit of the pain that it cost the Father to 

sacrifice His Son. 

This was not a pretty picture. 

I’m sure the kids were crying when the lambs were 

slaughtered. 

Then they had to take the blood of their lamb and 

smear it on the doorpost of their house. 

The children of Israel could not save their own kids. 

They needed the power of God to save their children. 

The powerful Egyptian armies 

were the ones that were 

crying in the morning as 

the Israelites were saved by 

the blood of the Lamb. 

Here are six things we can 

learn from Exodus, 

Chapter 12. 

1. God did not intend to 

protect the kids from the emotion of this 

event. In fact, He wanted them to 

experience the pain of loss. 

2. For kids to have an understanding of the 

grace of God, they need to have 

an understanding of the price that Jesus 

paid for their sin. 

3. The Lord wants us to preach the deep 

things of the Word to our kids. Don’t 

hold anything back. 

4. Parenting and discipleship are two 

different things. 

5. When God does supernatural stuff it 

makes a powerful impact on our kids. 

6. As parents we are very dependent on the 

Holy Spirit to lead our kids to Christ. 

It’s hard, because we are not in control. 

The good news is that we don’t have to do it by 

ourselves. 

(“Web” continued from page 2) 
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“Arise with the Guys” is a special 

men’s event featuring NFL celebrities and featured 

speaker Tony Dungy and the Uncommon Award 

winner Marcus Mariota.  Dungy is a former player 

and Vikings coach who went on to lead the 

Indianapolis Colts to a Super Bowl championship in 

2007.  Mariota was the 2015 Rose Bowl champion 

quarterback with Oregon Ducks and the 2014 

Heisman Trophy winner. 

This event takes place on Saturday, April 11, 2015 at 

Grace Church in Eden Prairie. 

Dungy and Mariota along with other professional 

athletes will share the stage, discussing what it 

means to be “Living an Uncommon Legacy.”  The 

event runs from 9:00 – 10:30am, but plan to arrive 

early for parking and the best seats.  Doors open at 

8:30 am. 

Tickets for this event are $10. For more information 

or to purchase tickets, visit  http://myktis.com/

event/arise‐with‐the‐guys/, or contact the Grace 

Church ticket office.  

Grace Church is located at 9301 Eden Prairie Rd in 

Eden Prairie, at the southeast corner of Pioneer Trail 

and Eden Prairie Road, one mile west of Flying Cloud 

Airport. 

I would like to thank everyone 
who made this AWANA year 
possible; without all the people 
who volunteer their time every 
Wed. night this program would 
not be possible.  Thank you to 
everyone who supported us 
with prayer, donations for the 
store, and for supporting our 
fundraiser.  I feel we had a very 

successful year and look forward to starting up again 
next fall.  Thank you also for the beautiful plant that 
was given to me at our awards night.  

Love in Christ, Commander Kay   
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“Arise with the Guys” to Be Hosted at Grace Church in Edina 

When: Saturday, April 11th, 8:30am 

Where:  Grace Church Edina, 9301 Eden 

Prairie Rd, Eden Prairie.   

Tickets: $10‐$20/ea, group rates available.  

Event	Details	

A “Cooking for One” class, intended for men 

and women whose spouse or significant other has 

passed away, will be hosted by Mayo Clinic Heath 

System‐Mankato.   This class will provide helpful 

information on how to cook and freeze 

meals for one person. It will be held 

Tuesday, April 28th at 5:30 pm at St. 

John the Baptist Catholic Church in 

Mankato.   This class is free of charge, 

but pre‐registration is required.  Please 

call Jeanne at (507) 385‐2989  to 

register.  More information can be 

found on the church bulletin board.  



Brookdale Covenant, Community Covenant, 

Redeemer Covenant, The Sanctuary and the 

Daybreak Human Trafficking Task Force are 

joining together to host an anti‐trafficking 

forum.  

The sex industry is booming in the Twin Cities. 

Recent research shows that the victims of sex 

trafficking are disproportionately girls from North 

Minneapolis and the near North suburbs. 

As people of faith and people of the Book, we must 

engage. 

We are called to be "Repairers of Broken Walls, 

Restorers of Streets with Dwellings" (Isaiah 58:12). 

The work of anti‐trafficking is for the whole 

church—women and men, youth and adults. 

This work begins with us—within our families, our 

churches and our neighborhoods. 

It’s time to come together. 

Come together to gain awareness about trafficking in 

North Minneapolis and the near North suburbs. 

Come together as congregations in order to gain an 

understanding of the issue, and then work to create 

interventions in order to reclaim the dignity of our 

youth, our families and our neighborhoods. 

Brookdale Covenant Church, 5139 Brooklyn 

Blvd, Brooklyn Center, MN 

Saturday, April 25th, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

Speakers include: 

 Linda EagleSpeaker, Sacred Journey Program 

Director, MN Indian Women’s Resource Center 

 Rev. Alika Galloway, Co‐Pastor, Kwanzaa 

Community Church & Northside Women’s 

Space 

 Minister Geraldine Anderson, Trafficking 

Survivor 

 Sergeant Grant A. Snyder, Crimes Against 

Children Unit & Juvenile Trafficking Team, 

MPD 

This event is recommended for students in middle 

school and up.  

Suggested donation: FREE for students (18 and 

under), $10 per adult. Lunch will be provided. 

RSVP by Monday, April 20 to Denise at (763) 535‐

6305 or defendingdignity@gmail.com.  

For more information, visit 

www.northwestconference.org/news 

 March 29th:  

 9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Sunday School 

 April 2nd:  

7:00 PM Worship Service 

 April 3rd:  

7:00 PM Ecumenical Worship 

Service at Peace Lutheran, 413 

W 5th St, Winthrop 

 April 5th:  

7:30 AM Sunrise Service 

8:30 AM Easter Breakfast 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

No Sunday School 
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North Metro churches hos ng An ‐Trafficking Awareness & Engagement Forum 

2015 Holy Week at WCC 



the quieter virtues 
 L  S   W  C  C  

Join us at 7pm on Maundy 
Thursday (April 2nd), and 
9:30 on Sunday mor ings 

through Lent.  

Discernment 

Innocence 

Authenticity 

Modesty 

Reverence 

Contentment 

Generosity 

MOPS AT WINTHROP COVENANT  
AND CONNECTED FAMILIES  

invites you to a special parenting 
workshop: 

“Discipline that Connects...With 
Your Child’s Heart.”  

Friday, April 10th.  Refreshments will be 
served at 5:30pm; speaker starts at 

6:00.  
 

Open to all moms of any age.  Limited childcare 
is available for $3/family, please RSVP to the 

church office.   A free-will offering will be 
collected to cover the cost of our speaker.    
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GO:Serve Registration Open! 

Hosted by the Covenant Northwest Conference, Go: 

Serve is an opportunity for families to serve together 

in a family‐friendly environment suitable for younger 

children. This event is open to families with kids in 

Pre‐K through 6th grade, and will be held from 10am 

to 3:30pm at Redeemer Covenant Church in Brooklyn 

Park, MN.  Registration is open now at 

www.northwestconference.org.  



Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at 

Eunice Sahlberg’s home.  

Thursdays 

–Women’s Bible Study, 

9:30‐11:00am in church 

library 

‐Men’s Bible Study, 6:30pm 

at Chuck Peik’s home. 

(Not Apr. 2nd)  

Sundays 

‐Worship 9:30am 

‐Sunday School 10:45am  

 

 

Church and Local Events What’s  Happening 
Church Calendar*:  

March 29th:  Palm Sunday 

          MOPS: Be Creative, Bravely, 3pm 

April 1st:  Youth Group, 7:30pm 

April 2nd:  Maundy Thursday service, 7pm 

April 3rd:  Ecumenical Good Friday service @ Peace Lutheran, 7pm 

April 5th:  Communion Sunday;  Easter sunrise service 7:30am, breakfast 
8:30am, worship service 9:30am 

April 14th:  Leadership Team Meeting, 7pm 

April 15th:  Youth Group Meeting, 7:30pm 

April 18th:  Clothes Closet open 9‐noon, Food Cupboard open 10‐noon 

April 22nd:  Prayer Shawl Ministry, 6pm 

April 29th:  Youth Group, 7:30pm 

Around Town:  

April 11th:   “Arise with the Guys” special men’s event, sponsored by KTIS 
and hosted at Grace Church in Edina.  More info on page 4.  

April 14th:   Mayo Clinic Health System Mankato‐Hospice and the Chesley 
Center on Aging will sponsor a one‐day conference, entitled “Conserving 
Dignity at the End of Life: ABCs of Palliative Care,” South Central 
College.  Early registration, through March 31, is $85, with discounts for 
seniors, students and hospice volunteers.  Register online at 
www.mnsu.edu/continuinged/palliative.html.  More information on the 
bulletin board.   

April 25th:   Brookdale Covenant church is hosting  an anti‐trafficking 
awareness & engagement forum.  More information on page 5.  

April 28th:   Mayo Clinic Health System is hosting a “Cooking for One” class 
at 5: 30pm.  More info on page 4.  

May 2nd:   Go:Serve at Redeemer Covenant Church in Brooklyn Park, 10am‐
3:30pm.  Open to families with kids from Pre‐K to 6th grade.  Register at 
www.northwestconference.org. 

June 19th‐20th:   RiseFest 2015 music festival, including the music of Rend 
Collective, Matthew West, Jason Gray and the Newsboys, in Sheldon, IA.  
For tickets and more information, visit www.riseministries.com/risefest/. 

* The church calendar can also be viewed and downloaded on our website, www.wincov.org under “Events”.  
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Need to access 

the calendar on 

your mobile 

device?  Scan this 

NEW code or visit 

the link below.  



Services Available 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice Mankato is 

hosting Journey through Grief, an eight‐week grief 

group for adults who have lost a loved one. In 

Journey through Grief, participants connect with 

others, share their stories, explore the process of 

grief and healing, and find comfort in knowing they 

are not alone. 

Sessions will be held Wednesday mornings, April 29 

to June 17. Please see the church bulletin board for 

times and locations of both groups. There is no cost 

to participate in either grief group, but pre‐

registration is required. Group members will be 

limited to 10, so pre‐register ASAP. For more 

information or to register, please call 507‐385‐

2989 or 1‐800‐327‐3721, ext. 2989 (toll free). 

 

The Life‐Work Planning Center offers career 

and life planning services for women.  They offer 

a series of personal growth and career 

development workshops in the New Ulm area : 

one on Tuesdays at the License Bureau from 

10am‐noon, and one on Thursdays at Christ the 

King Lutheran Church from 6pm to 8pm.   See 

the church bulletin board for info on workshops 

in other cities around the area 

The Life‐Work Planning Center also hosts a Job 

Search Support Group in Mankato on  November 

20th, from 1 to 3pm at their Mankato office at 201 

N Broad S, Ste. 100.   

 

Dona ons Needed 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp is still looking for 

donations for the Dining Hall addition to camp. If 

you are able to help out, gifts of any size are 

critically needed to make this a reality. Any 

questions about what is going on at LBBC: please 

contact Brian Alnes 320‐219‐3199 or email him 

at brian@lbbc.com.   

107 W. 3rd St.  

Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647‐5777 

Parsonage: (507)647‐3739 

wincov@means.net 

Winthrop Evangelical Covenant Church 

Ministry Opportuni es 

Would you like to become a volunteer with 

Allina Health Hospice?   Please contact Pam Ainslie, 

Volunteer Coordinator, at 320‐484‐9211.  Our next 

training begins on Saturday, April 11th.  Call today! 

Member‐to‐member 

announcements 
Care Connection 

Please submit all newsletter ideas or 

care connection announcements to the 

church office in writing, or email us: 

wincov@means.net. 

SUBMIT		YOUR	NEWS!	

Next deadline:  3/15/15 


