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Christmas Reflec ons 

So, how was your Christmas? I often won‐

der how people really feel after Christmas. 

There is so much hype leading up to De‐

cember 25th (from all the way back to Sep‐

tember), and we put so much into this 

holiday. And then it seems 

that so many are left feeling 

exhausted, worn out and 

empty afterward. And then I 

think about the yearly call to 

“Keep Christ it Christmas” 

and I wonder if we really 

have. 

What does it mean, after all, 

to keep Christ in Christmas?  

Surely it’s not just about 

avoiding the phrase “Happy 

Holidays”. Surely it means 

that we celebrate in a way that honors and 

celebrates Christ. Right? Surely it means 

that Christ comes away from his birthday 

feeling like he’s gotten what he wants, 

right? Isaiah 58 warns against setting aside 

a little time to humble ourselves, only to 

go about our lives like normal. It’s simply 

not enough to go to church for an hour 

and then do whatever you want. 

Depending on the stats you’re looking at, 

Americans spend upwards of $450 billion 

on Christmas every year. From food to 

candy to presents to decorations to ugly 

sweaters, large amounts of 

cash are doled out to celebrate a God who 

came not to a palace, but to a stable. Born 

not among the wealthy, but to a poor girl 

from lowly Nazareth (“Nazareth! Can any‐

thing good come from there?” –John 1:46). 

Consider that $2.6 billion is spent world‐

wide on…wrapping paper. And at 

the end of it all, we are left with 

an overflowing trash bin, an over‐

flowing waistband, and an empty 

feeling in our gut. Is this what 

Jesus desires for his birthday? 

I don’t say this to shame us and I 

don’t mean to become the Grinch 

who Stole Christmas, either. But 

something is seriously wrong. 

When people feel compelled to 

spend money they don’t have and 

come away feeling empty, there 

has to be some hope. And what if there is a 

way to invest in Christmas – to make it 

more than it is? 

Of course, all of this “give Jesus something 

for his birthday” talk is nice and all, but 

how can we actually give something to 

Jesus? Well, part of the problem is that we 

tend to do things in the only way we know 

how, and celebrating is no different. So we 

end up traveling, giving presents, eating 

treats and large meals…only on a larger 

( “Pastor” continued on page 6) 

  2014 

January 4th 

From the Pastor’s Desk 



John Upchurch has written a piece 

for crosswalk.com entitled “10 Apps 

to Grab for Your New Smartphone 

or Tablet”.   This roundup of programs is quite a 

worthy list!  

I’ve highlighted a few of what I believe are his best 

recommendations (edited a bit for space), and 

added a couple of my thoughts along the way.    

—Krystal  

Evernote 

The granddaddy of productivity apps, Evernote 

(iOS | Android) is still the king of the hill. You can 

use it to keep track of notes, ideas, business cards, 

contacts, best‐selling manuscripts—pretty much 

whatever you can type, record, or take a picture of.  

Price: Free, but you can upgrade for more 

features 

Also consider: Microsoft OneNote 

Bible Study Tools App 

...the Bible Study Tools app (iOS) makes it a snap to 

study the Bible no matter where you are. Sign up for 

a reading plan to get your daily dose, jump into a 

commentary on Scripture, or just pull up your 

favorite verses. (Bonus: Expect some great new 

features and an Android version soon.) 

Cost: Free 

Also consider: a real Bible 

Krystal’s Notes:  For an app that is less heavy on 

the commentaries but has a lot of devotions and 

more reading plans, try YouVersion.  This app even 

has audio options for several versions of the Bible, 

and is supported in four different operating 

systems of phones, tablets and PC versions. 

Dropbox 

(iOS | Android) .... This ubiquitous app securely 

saves everything for you and gives you access from 

your other computers, tablets, phones, or Internet 

devices. You can also view pics, edit documents, and 

more without opening anything else. 

Cost: Free for 2 GB of space, $9.99/month for 1 

TB 

Also consider: Box, iCloud, Google Drive 

Krystal’s Notes: I found Google Drive to be far 

more user‐friendly and straight forward than 

Dropbox, but when I received an iPad I discovered 

that many iOS apps sync seamlessly with Dropbox.  

Now I have both.  And Evernote.  My 2015 resolution 

is to become more app organized!    

X3Watch  

Christians face temptations from pretty much 

everywhere when it comes to surfing the Internet. 

... X3Watch blocks the content in real time that you 

don’t need to see and sends reports to accountability 

partners. It works with your phone, tablet, or 

computer. 

Cost: Free for basic fi ltering, $6.99/month or 

$64.99/year for full features 

Also consider: Covenant Eyes 

Pray with Me 

It’s a pretty incredible thing when dozens of people 

all over the world pray with you. And that’s just 

what Pray with Me (iOS | Android) does. Once add 

your prayer request, people can tap to let you know 

(“Apps” continued on page 4) 
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Unity Week 
Luncheon 
Schedule 

All are welcome! 
January 19th-23rd, 12 noon-1pm 

Monday 1/19:  First Lutheran  

Tuesday 1/20: Peace Lutheran 

Wednesday 1/21: St. Francis  

Thursday 1/22:  Winthrop Covenant 

Friday 1/23: Faith United 

The Visitation  ministry connects our 

church members who are unable to 

attend Sunday morning services due 

to health or others circumstances to 

feel part of the larger church body.   

Visitation is a vital part of the church 

in providing those who are unable to attend church 

with information, prayers and friendship.   Visiting is 

a blessing for those who visit as well as those being 

visited!   Visiting is done once a month by those who 

share a compassion for this ministry.  We currently 

have a schedule to ensure that members are visited 

monthly in the towns of Gaylord, 

Winthrop and Hutchinson. The 

addresses and phone numbers of 

those we visit are included on 

each monthly schedule.   If you 

would like to participate in this 

ministry, we would love to 

include you.  If you are interested 

in the Visitation Ministry, please 

contact Barb Peik at 507‐237‐

2598 or Karen Benson at 507‐647

‐3824.   

Visita on 

Ministry 

We would like to express our gratitude to 

everyone from whom we have received gifts 

this year.  We are so blessed to have a loving 

and generous church family.  We wish you 

all an awesome 2015!  

 —Jim and Krystal Stoll  

four brothers at home.  We are 

glad that Clemens has taken 

time away from them to visit us 

here, and hope that he’s 

enjoying his year in the US.   

The following page briefly 

covers the closing of Sisters’ 

Restaurant, which had been run 

by JoAnn Ruff in recent months 

until its closing on December 

24th.  We are, of course, very 

sad about the loss of Sisters’, 

but we wish Stephen and JoAnn 

wonderful things in the future! 

Also in the paper is an adorable 

picture of Ari Kachelmeier on 

Santa Day, a letter to Santa 

from Kalli Aden, daughter of 

MOPS mom Shanda Aden, and 

a lovely obituary for Eileen 

Anderson, who will be deeply 

missed by this congregation.   

(Continued from page  6) 



they’re praying with you (and you can pray with 

them). You can even add a post anonymously if you 

prefer. 

Cost: Free 

Also consider: Facebook 

Krystal’s Note: For a similar but more local 

version of this app, consider PrayerWorks, developed 

for KTIS and its affiliate stations.   PrayerWorks is 

available as a mobile site and an iOS app.  

OnePlace 

OnePlace has long been the web’s go‐to source for 

sermons, online radio broadcasts, and other 

streaming media for Christians. The app 

(iOS | Android) crams all that goodness into a single 

tap on your home screen. It’s kind of like calling 

Pastor Greg Laurie and hearing him preach an 

inspiring message—only you can pause… and you 

don’t have to worry about stalking laws. 

Cost: Free 

Also consider: LightSource 

Cozi 

These days, families seem to fly in all directions at 

once. But with Cozi (iOS |Android), that busyness 

doesn’t have to mean chaos. The app allows you to 

coordinate schedules with every member of the 

family. You can also share grocery lists, prayer 

requests, and to‐do lists in real time. 

Cost: Free, but you can upgrade to a premium 

version 

Also consider: Apple Calendar, Google Calendar 

Krystal’s Note:  I LOVE my Cozi.  This has been 

the single greatest thing organizational tool for 

us.  Each family has one central Cozi account, which 

is linked on as many devices as needed. To me the 

strength of Cozi lies in the way it separates out 

notifications/reminders for each member of the 

family by color, so you can see at a glance where 

each person will be when, or set a reminder for 

someone who needs it (yes, it will send your teenage 

son a reminder when he needs to leave for the 

dentist!).  With a paid account, you can send a 

notification of changes to those not linked to your 

account; helpful if you want grandparents to know 

about a child’s game or event.   This is a great tool for 

those who share the care of an elderly parent, too! 

Bonus Sugges ons 

Angry Birds (iOS | Android): The game that famously 

paired birds, catapults, and pigs 

Garage Band (iOS): Make music on the go. Krystal’s 

note: Resolved to start a podcast in the New 

Year?  Garage Band is the app I’ve seen most 

recommended for podcasting.  

Spotify, Last.fm, Beats, iHeart Radio, Jango: Music 

streaming services for every taste   

iBelieve (iOS): Daily articles, blog posts, videos, 

and devotionals for Christian women 

Krystal’s Sugges ons 

These are more of the apps gracing my home 

screens.  I hope you’ll find them as useful as I have! 

Mailbox 

Mailbox iOS|Android helps keep your email box 

empty, and of course syncs easily with Dropbox and 

Evernote. 

OverDrive 

OverDrive iOS|Android allows you to “borrow” 

(“Apps” Continued from page 2) 
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ebooks and other digital  media from our library 

system.  You will need to use it in conjunction with 

the mobile version of tds.lib.overdrive.com.   

Remember Me  

Remember Me Bible Memory System (iOS|Android) 

helps commit Scripture to memory by prompting you 

to review verses at increasing intervals.  Games, 

reminders, and audio playback all help with  

memorization, and you can use a preset list of verses 

or enter your own sets.  AWANA parents: This app 

can be used with the kids’ books—can even be set up 

to have a different “account” for each kid on one 

device—but it is fiddly and difficult.    For kids’ 

memory I’ve looked at MemLok, which I am excited 

to see now works with mobile devices.  

Shush!  

Ever turn your ringer off for church and then forget 

to turn it back on...for days?  Shush! solves that 

problem by prompting you to choose how long to 

keep the ringer off, then flipping it back on 

automatically when time is up.   

DoggCatcher 

Like podcasts?  I don’t listen to them on my iPad, so I 

don’t have an iOS recommendation.  But my top 

choice for a podcast aggregator is DoggCatcher.  It’s 

the best way to  make sure you don’t miss an episode 

of your favorite podcasts.  

Project Life 

Okay so I admit, I love the idea of scrapbooking, but I 

rarely have the time to sit down and work on a page 

layout.  But without that, I feared my family’s stories 

and memories would be lost to time.  Project Life 

(iOS) is a game‐changer.  This app allows me to place 

pictures and journaling cards into preset grids, and in 

just a few minutes I’m done.  Just like that...my 

Christmas pictures are scrapped while I’m waiting for 

kids to get out of activities or in the passenger seat of 

the car.  Layouts can be exported easily for printing 

just like regular pictures.   

More Games 

Yes I love them, despite the fact that they are time‐

suckers!!  Here are my favorites: Ticket to Ride, 

Settlers of Catan, Ingress and Words with Friends.  

All are available for iOS and Android.   

That’s it!  I hope there’s something here you can use 

with that nifty new Christmas present.   I edited the 

original article to remove really popular apps such as 

social media and video streaming apps...you’ll see 

those elsewhere.  And as most other things, apps can 

be used for good or ill.  If it’s your child who just got 

a new device, check out iBelieve’s article “9 Most 

Dangerous Apps for Kids”.    

(“Apps” Continued from page 4) 

WCC in the News 

Our church was recently 

featured on the front page of 

the Winthrop News (Dec. 

24th, 2014) in an article 

about the food cupboard 

run by Chuck and Barb Peik, 

and supplied by Holy Trinity 

Ministries.  The article outlines the process of 

receiving food and where it comes from, and then 

ends with a quote from Pastor Kyle:  

“’It is an important ministry because it is designed to 

provide Christian care for the people both spiritually 

(“News” Continued on page 6) 



and physically,’ Kachelmeier said.  He added the 

Food Cupboard has been a great way to get to know 

people in the community.  ’You get to hear what is 

going on and make that connection with people,’ he 

said.  ‘When they come in here, they know they are 

valued.’” 

Page 15 of the December 24th issue also contains an 

article about GFW foreign exchange students, 

including Clemens Zumdick from Germany, who is 

being hosted by Torrey and Vonna Pitchford.  Of his 

host family, Clemens is quoted as saying “It has been 

a really good relationship,”  and noted that he was 

fortunate to be able to get to know them before he 

left home.   

The article covers his time in school and his 

interests—handball at home, football, basketball and 

track here—and notes that he has three sisters and 

(“News” continued from page 5) 

(“News” continued on page 3) 
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scale (because Jesus’ birthday needs to be bigger). 

But the Bible gives us another perspective on how to 

give to Jesus. In Matthew 25:40 Jesus says, “Whatever 

you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

What if we considered everything we do to celebrate 

in light of this verse? What if, rather than playing 

into the materialism that seems to drive this holiday 

(which people do whether or not they even believe 

in Jesus), what if we sought to give him gifts that 

would honor him? What if we shopped from the 

World Vison or CovCares catalogs? What if we 

bought gifts created by women who have escaped 

from human trafficking? What if we had entire 

Christmas parties for these things? 

These are things that are truly filling. These are ways 

that we can honor God, and fill our hearts. If we 

want to come away from Christmas feeling filled 

instead of empty, perhaps we need to re‐think how 

we celebrate and do things differently. My prayer for 

us this New Year is that we reconsider our assump‐

tions and routines, and put something new in place. 

(“Pastor” continued from page 1) 

Prayer Week 

Covenant Week of Prayer will be observed 

January 4th‐11th this year.  Prayer meetings are 

scheduled as follows:  

 Sunday 1/4, 7pm at the Rosnaus’ (704 W 

5th St, Winthrop) 

 Wednesday 1/7, 2pm at the Winthrop 

Good Samaritan Center(506 High St W) 

 Saturday 1/10, 9:30am here at the church.  

All are invited to join with us as we pray!  

Prayer guides for the week can be found on the 

info table or downloaded in .pdf form through 

the Covenant Church website.  



Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at 

Eunice Sahlberg’s home.  

‐AWANA, 6pm 

Thursdays 

–Women’s Bible Study, 

9:30‐11:00am in church 

library 

‐Men’s Bible Study, 6:30pm 

at Chuck Peik’s home.   

Sundays 

‐Worship 9:30am 

‐Sunday School 10:45am  

 

 

Church and Local Events 
What’s  Happening 

Church Calendar*:  

January 4th:  Communion 

January 4th‐10th:   Covenant Week of Prayer, see schedule page 4 (no 
Prayer Coffee on 1/7!) 

January 7th:   Youth Group Meeting, 7:30pm 

January 9th:   MOPS, 6PM 

January 11th:   Annual Meeting, 1pm 

January 13th:   Leadership Team Meeting, 7pm 

January 17th:   Clothes closet, 9am‐noon, Food Cupboard 10am‐noon 

January 19th‐23rd:   Unity Week, see luncheon schedule page 3 

January 21st:   Youth Group Meeting, 7:30pm 

January 22nd:  NO Prayer Coffee 

January 28th:   Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting, 6pm 

Around Town:  

January 9th & 10th: Impact High School discipleship conference at Bethel 
University, $60/student.    

Page 7 

* The church calendar can also be viewed and downloaded on our website, www.wincov.org under “Events”.  

Need to access 

the calendar on 

your mobile 

device?  Scan this 

NEW code or visit 

the link below.  

By Mandy Smith, for ibelieve.com  

1. They can focus your mind toward where you want to be, who you want to 

become, and what you want to accomplish as the year nears the end.  

2. In the midst of a busy, face‐paced year, concrete goals can give you focus 

and stability. ...The goals were like ny li le stepping‐stones I could leap 

onto as I made my way through some deep waters.  

3.  If we can look at goals as things that can help us become more self‐aware 

and use them to be er care for ourselves, then it can take the pressure off 

of the “performance” part of it.  

4. Just by striving towards your dreams, you can’t imagine the amount of 

people that will be posi vely impacted!  

4 Important Reasons to Make New Year's Resolu ons 



Services Available 

The Life‐Work Planning Center offers career 

 and life planning services for women.  They offer 

a series of personal growth and career 

development workshops in the New Ulm area : 

one on Tuesdays at the License Bureau from 

10am‐noon, and one on Thursdays at Christ the 

King Lutheran Church from 6pm to 8pm.   See 

the church bulletin board for info on workshops 

Items Available 

Clothes Closet. The Winthrop Covenant 

Clothes Closet is open on the third Saturday of 

each month from 9am‐noon.  The Clothes Closet 

offers gently used clothing for all ages and sizes, 

as well as some household items, for free.   

Donations for the Clothes Closet may be left in 

the church back hallway across from Pastor Kyle’s 

office, near the southeast door.  

Dona ons Needed 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp is still looking for 

donations for the Dining Hall addition to camp. 

If you are able to help out, gifts of any size are 

critically needed to make this a reality. Any 

questions about what is going on at LBBC: please 

contact Brian Alnes 320‐219‐3199 or email him 

at brian@lbbc.com.   

Donations are being accepted for the church 

Food Cupboard.  If you would like to support the 

Food Cupboard monetarily, please designate your 

funds for  HTM, or Holy Trinity Ministries, and 

drop in the offering plate on Sunday. The Food 

Cupboard is open the third Saturday of each 

month from 10‐noon.  

Ministry Opportuni es 

Tutors and mentors needed for all ages in 

the local school districts.  For more information, 

please contact Bix Baker.  

Please submit all newsletter ideas or 

care connection announcements to the 

church office in writing, or email us: 

wincov@means.net. 

SUBMIT		

YOUR	NEWS!	

Next deadline:  1/14/15 

107 W. 3rd St.  

Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647‐5777 

Parsonage: (507)647‐3739 

wincov@means.net 

Winthrop Evangelical Covenant Church 

in other cities around the area 

The Life‐Work Planning Center also hosts a Job 

Search Support Group in Mankato on  November 

20th, from 1 to 3pm at their Mankato office at 201 

N Broad S, Ste. 100.   

Member‐to‐member 

announcements 
Care Connection 


