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Winthrop Evangelical Covenant Church Newsle er 

On Sunday, October 30th, WECC 
celebrated our 125th anniversary!  A 
talented group of volunteers put 
together a day of services and 
activities to commemorate the event, 
and many former pastors, members, 
relatives and friends were invited to 
share in the festivities.  
 

Returning pastors were involved in various aspects of the morning worship 
service, which also included a special message by Gary Walters, president 
of the Evangelical Covenant Church.  Afterwards, guests were invited to 
visit together and look over several historical displays.   
 
The noon meal was catered by Hahn’s dining, and was followed by an 
afternoon program that celebrated the history of the church, the 
congregation’s affection for music, memories of days gone by and the 
ancestors that have gone before us.  
 
We are grateful for everyone who came to join us and for the love that was 
put into planning and putting together the day’s events, and we look 
forward to the next anniversary with anticipation.  

covenantcorner 

by Krystal Stoll 

p. 2 

From the Pastor 

p. 3 

Holiday 
Schedule, 
Concert @ 
Crossview 

p. 4 

From the Parish 
Nurse 

p. 5, 6 

Leadership 
Team, PSC 
minutes 

In This Issue 
Time Marches On 



Peace Lutheran Church would like to 
invite you to their  

 

Annual homemade soup and 
sandwich luncheon and bake sale 

 
Sunday November 20th 

10:30 am to 1:00 pm  
 

413 W 5th St, Winthrop 

FROM THE PASTOR 
A word from Pastor Dan 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, to sing 
praises to the Most High .. Ps. 92:1 (NLT) 

I love this verse because it goes beyond us giving 
thanks because we should or have to. It is telling us 
that it is in our best interest to give thanks to the 
Lord. In order to help us dig below the surface of 
that statement, let’s ask ourselves two simple 
questions:  

why is it good to give thanks to the Lord 
and how exactly do we do that?  

Why is it good to give thanks to God? 

Giving thanks helps us remember that everything 
comes to us from God’s bounty, screened through 
his love, for our benefit and blessing. It’s easy for us 
to think that we earn our living, we pay our bills, we 
own our possessions, we own our money and time, 
we own our own lives and destiny. In reality, God is 
the creator, sustainer and giver of all. For the 

believer, we realize that we do not own our money, 
our time, our talents, or our lives. They are gifts 
given to us by a God who loves us overwhelmingly. 
Giving thanks helps us to remember that everything 
comes from God.  

How do we give thanks to God? 

In worship – coming on Sundays and lifting up our 
hands and voices to bless God’s name. 

In prayer – personally coming to God in our quiet 
time to express our gratitude to him. 

In giving – to His Church – so that lost people may 
be found and hurting people helped.  

You fill in the blank. Be creative. There must be at 
least a million ways to give thanks to God! 

This Thanksgiving season please make sure to give 
thanks and when you do --don’t forget the why and 
the how of giving thanks. It just may change your life 
and make your Thanksgiving all the more special.     



 Rejoice always,  pray continually,  give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  
– I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

12/3: Men’s Wild Game Feed, 6pm at church 
Guest speaker Allen Jones, avid outdoorsman and 
KJLY on-air personality.  A free will offering will be 
collected.  
 
12/4: Christmas Caroling 2:45pm meet at church 
We will be caroling for local nursing homes and shut-
ins, ending up at Peik's for refreshments.   
   
12/9: Women’s Christmas Pty, 5:30pm at church 
Tickets will be $10/ea, payable at the event.  All 
women and girls are welcome to attend! 
 
12/18: Christmas Program, 4pm at church 
When Jesus was born there was joy on earth and in 
heaven.  Join us for the Christmas program, 
“Heaven and Nature Sing”. 

Crossview Covenant 
Church in North Mankato 

will host the  
 

“Christmas Stories Tour” 
Sunday, Dec. 11  

at 7:00pm 
 

With special guests 
David Dunn and Grayson 

Reed.  
 

Tickets are $15 general 
admission OR $25 VIP 
ticket (includes early 

admission and a meet & 
greet with Jason Gray 

before the show).  
 

Tickets available online at 
https://www.itickets.com/

events/370138 or in person 
at the church office, 2000 
Howard Drive W, North 
Mankato, MN 56003 . 

JASON GREY  

Live in Concert 



by Faith Johnson 

The Thanksgiving holiday gives us a wonderful 
opportunity to reflect on how an attitude of 
gratitude can be healthy.  Many research 
studies have been conducted that demonstrate 
how being thankful can promote better 
physical and emotional/mental health. For 
example, one study by University of California 
professor, Dr. Robert Emmons, demonstrated 
that gratitude “enhances nearly all spheres of 
functioning. It can lower blood pressure, 
improve immune function, and facilitate more 
efficient sleep. Gratitude reduces the lifetime 
risk for depression, anxiety, and substance 
abuse disorders, and it is a key resiliency 
factor in the prevention of suicide” (Emmons & 
McCullough, 2003).  Harvard Medical School 
summarized multiple studies demonstrating 
that thankfulness leads to improved 
relationships, better work conditions and 
overall satisfaction with life (Harvard Health 
Publications, 2011). 

We can all be find ways to express 
thankfulness. It may mean reminding 
ourselves to thank our family members for 
doing those tasks that we take for granted; 
making a meal, taking out the trash, doing the 
laundry, remembering to practice piano. We 
may also want to take a few minutes to call 
someone and say thanks, or write a note, a 
text or an email to express gratitude. It can be 
thanking co-workers for helping with a project, 
or thanking the grocery clerk after you have 
purchased your groceries. An attitude of 
gratitude can be expressed in many ways. 

The Bible tells us to give thanks to God in all 
things (I Thess. 5:18). Fortunately, we don’t 

have to thank God for all circumstances. Some 
circumstances are difficult and we can’t be 
thankful for them. But in all circumstances, we 
can be thankful to God, that He is guiding, 
protecting, providing, and loving us always.  

This November, do something healthy for 
yourself by taking time to thank God daily in all 
things. And take a moment to say thank you to 
someone for their kindness in your life. 

 “Enter his gates with thanksgiving and 
his courts with praise; give thanks to him and 
praise his name.” Psalm 100:4 
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From the Parish Nurse //  
being thankful is a healthy habit 

Our former parish nurse, Karen Benson, 
has moved away from our community.  
We  are grateful for her many years of 

service to our congregation.    

You may reach her at her new address:  
5800 St. Croix Ave N, Apt C-513 

Golden Valley, MN 55422 

Shared with permission 



Leadership Team (LT) Meeting Minutes 
October 11, 2016 

Winthrop Covenant Church 
 

Members present:  Dan Messerli, Reuben Rosnau, Debbie Wilmot, Kay Linsmeier, 
   Rose Adema, Greg Elseth, Pastor Dan Johnson, Interim 
 
Guests:  None present 
 
Opening:  Dan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm, opened with Scripture 
from The Message; Proverbs 14:6, followed by prayer. 
 
Sept. 13th LT Meeting Minutes were reviewed to note the omissions of the Preschool 
Teacher – Delaine Elaine, 1st, 2nd, 3rd  Teachers - Tiffany & Dan Messerli, and the 
correction from Trevor to Travis Dahlke for the 7th, 8th, 9th Discipleship Confirmation 
(DC).  MUUUCE correction from Megan to Kristen Kokesch.  A motion was made by 
Reuben to approve the minutes with the aforementioned changes.  Seconded by Kay.  
Motion passed. 
 
September’s Financial Report presented by Kay.  Expenses:  3,210.89, Income:  
9,019.00, Difference of 5,808.11 profit.  Kay informed the LT of a remaining balance of 
276.87 in the VBS Designated Fund.  Discussion was held as to the amount to gift as a 
Love Offering to Uncle Tim.  A motion was made for an amount of $300.00.  Two LT 
members agreed to contribute the difference of 22.13 to total 300.00.  Kay will ask 
Deloris to send a check to Uncle Tim in the amount of 300.00 after receiving the 
difference of 22.13.  Kay provided Delaine with a list of names of those who attended 
VBS outside of WCC.  A motion was made by Reuben, seconded by Debbie to approve 
the Financial Report and projected budget as presented.  Motion passed. 
 
Ministry Team Updates: 
Worship: 
Pastor Dan reported for June providing an update with plans for the 125th Anniversary 
Celebration.  To date RSVP’s reflected 146 for dinner.  
October 9th meeting with the Worship and Leadership Teams resulted in a decision to 
hold a Christmas Eve Service and forgo service on Sunday, December 25th.  Offering will 
be collected during the Christmas Eve Service. 
Pastor Dan will be gone on Sunday, January 1, 2017.  Pulpit supply will be provided by 
Shirley Henderson. 
 



 
Discipleship: 
Rose reported for Delaine. 
Men’s Ministry:  Wild Game Feed; Saturday, Dec. 3rd, details to follow. 
 
Women’s Ministry:  No Thanksgiving Smorgasbord this year due to Anniversary 
Celebration.   
 Women’s Christmas Party; Saturday, Dec. 10th – details to follow.  
 
Sunday School:   
Offerings thru November 20th going to the Union Gospel Mission 
No Adult Sunday School on Oct. 30th due to Anniversary Celebration.  Kids & 
Confirmation as usual 
Christmas Program details are being worked out 
 
Junior High Youth Group:  Had a great kick-off on Sept. 28th.  Regular meetings to be 
held the second Wednesday of each month at 6:30 pm.  Led by Sondra and Krystal.   
 
Discipleship/Confirmation:  Travis & Julia have put a lot of work into making the 
curriculum relevant for the students.  They are using a combination of the Covenant’s 
“The Journey” Curriculum and a Bible reading program called E100. 
 
Camp:  Lake Beauty Annual Meeting – Saturday, Oct. 15th.  Delaine is considering going 
as a delegate. 
 
Mission/Outreach: 
Gale McKinney has agreed to provide outreach through cards/flowers for those ill, had 
surgery, hospitalized, etc. 
Karen Benson moves on 10/20/16 
Bix to assume Karen’s Role Team Lead 
 
Properties: 
Debbie reported for Dale and Betty a Flat Screen TV and accessories have been 
purchased by two families.  Installation and set-up to be completed timely for use of 
system for 125th Anniversary Celebration (10/30). 
She further reported a Parsonage Committee has been formed.  Members are Dale, 
Betty, Delaine Elseth, and Dale Henderson. 
 
 



Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Dan informed LT of Christmas plans, outlines and use of power 
point weekly.  Dan, Chair, informed LT to assist in the functioning of the power point a 
wire needs to be pulled to extend beyond the wireless signal. 
Pastor advised he’ll use a “Hot Topic” for January, 2017 Sermons. 
He recommended an emergency contact be established due to his physical distance 
from WCC.  He recommended Reuben be the Emergency Contact to which Reuben 
agreed.  Dan, Chair, will contact Krystal informing her of this. 
 
Items Discussed: 
Prayer request for Pastoral Search Committee 
New membership – LT met with all applicants – recommendation will be made at 
Congregation al Quarterly Meeting scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 16th.  Dan will contact 
Krystal requesting an e-mail be sent as a reminder.   
Krystal provided the LT with her vision; Social Media Ministry 
Dan, Chair, and Greg Elseth will coordinate a date/time for the Secretary’s Review. 
Nominating Committee:  Reuben, Dale Boyum and Marlys Woods have met and have 
contacted individuals for serving on the LT.  There are three positions to fill for which 
they have one willing individual at this time.  They will continue to contact others to fill 
the remaining two positions with the hopes of meeting an October 31st deadline.  A 
special Congregational meeting will then be held in November as the LT will make a 
recommendation presenting the individuals.  A November meeting is necessary to allow 
for new individuals to attend the December LT Meeting and begin in their role January, 
2017. 
Leadership Team Model Discussion:  Pastor Dan recommended a LT Retreat to review 
current LT Model.  In addition to give thought to WCC’s Vision.  Dan, Chair will 
complete overviews of three (3) Leadership Models & present at November LT Meeting. 
 
Communion Servers for 11/06/16:  Dan, Reuben, Rose, Debbie 
 
Next LT Meeting:  11/08/16 
 
Meeting adjourned at 09:22 pm with Pastor Dan closing in prayer. 
 



Pastoral Search Committee 

11/1/2016 

 

Attendees:  Chuck P, Dan M, Darren M, Greg L, Jim W, Pam K, Shirley H & Sondra R 

Notes: 

 Chuck opened meeting with reading of Acts 20: 28‐31, devotion from Search Devotional 

book and prayer. 

o Expectations of a Pastor can be grouped into 3 primary categories: 

 Preaching/Teaching 

 Leading/Managing 

 Congregational Care 

 We completed and submitted our church profile to be reviewed and approved by our 

Superintendent 

 We completed Community profile, Dan emailed results to PS committee members 

 We submitted recommended constitutional changed to LT through Dan.    

 Chuck will email Ethical Principles for Pastors to PS committee members 

 We will begin working on job description at next meeting. 

 Darren closed meeting with a prayer. 

 Next meeting: Tuesday 12/6 7pm. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Sondra Redman  

 

Psalm 127:1 (NIV) ‐ Unless the Lord builds the house, the builder’s labor in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the 

city, the guards stand watch in vain. 
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