
As you know, over these past several weeks in adult 
Sunday School we’ve been going through the Radical study, 
by David Platt. As with any study, there are some inevitable 
differences of opinion, as the materials strike people in 
different ways and we may pick up on things differently. 
That’s the difficulty if any material and, frankly, the difficulty 
with any sermon I preach, for that matter. In the end, we 
pray about it, we filter it through scripture, and we discern 
whether we need to change our perspectives in response. 
Of course, we do not merely ask the question, “Do I agree 
with this?” but rather “Does God agree with this?” Over 
several years of both formal and informal Biblical study 
(roughly the last 16 years of my life!), reading a fair amount 
of information from a variety of perspectives, I have learned 
the importance of hearing various perspectives. In the 
process, we need to recognize those places in which we 
need to change or to simply disagree and move on. 
 With that in mind, I want to help by boiling some 
things down which have been important, common themes of 
the study. Setting aside his personal style (he can come 
across as a bit abrasive to some) or the mountain of 
information he presents (sometimes very quickly), here are 
my main takeaways: 
 
Becoming a Christian means having a change of heart. 
When it comes down to it, Christianity is not a matter of 

“Pastor” Continued on page 4... 

P. 3 
What Christians Get Wrong 
About Biblical Movies 
 
P. 4 
WEEC Launches Official 
Facebook Page 
 
P. 5 
What’s Happening?  
 
P. 6 
Care Connection  
 
 

Inside This Issue 

From the Pastor 
Post-Radical Reflections 

CovenantCorner
May 3rd, 2015   

Winthrop Evangelical Covenant Church Newsle er 

 



going to church, reading your 
Bible, doing certain good works (or avoiding the bad 
works). While these are important things (see 
below), they are not the heart of the Gospel. The 
heart of the Gospel is not merely an external 
change, but an internal change. This means that, 
just because somebody sits in the pew on Sunday 
morning, does not mean they have turned their life 
over to God (Jesus encounters many who are very 
good at the good works, but have failed to miss the 
point). The Old Testament is the story of a people 
who have external commands to follow without the 
work of Christ and the Spirit. The New Testament is 
the story of an internally changed people. See: 
Ezek. 11:19-20; 18:31; 36:25-28; Jer. 31:31-34; 
Matt. 23:23 Luke 22:20; 2 Cor. 3:6. 
 
Having a change of heart means having a heart 
that reflects the heart of God 
This is, of course, a process of growth. Never the 
less, God progressively, intentionally, and 
continuously works on our hearts. Think about it this 
way: The Bible describes the Holy Spirit as an 
advocate. We often think of this from our 
perspective (the Spirit advocates to God on our 
behalf; prays to the Father with wordless groans), 
but I think the Spirit is also an advocate to us from 
the Father. It is through the Spirit’s advocacy that 
we are convicted and led and changed from the 

inside, out. If our actions change, but our heart does 
not, we’re missing something. In addition to the 
above Scriptures, see Gal. 5:16-26; Rom. 12:2. 
 
Having a God-reflecting heart means caring for 
the lost, the broken, the vulnerable, and 
injustice (just as he does). 
Dare I say, this is kind of the whole point? This is 
the simplicity of the Gospel: Gen. 1-2 gives us a 
picture of God’s good desire for us – a good world 
of peace, justice and righteousness. Gen. 3 gives us 
a picture of how that world was broken into a world 
of injustice, unrighteousness, pain, and oppression. 
I believe that God’s heart breaks at this – more than 
we can realize. And if we believe that God desires 
to change our hearts to reflect his, that means that 
we – as a community of believers who are 
conforming our hearts to Christ – cannot stand idly 
by while we watch the world around us live in (and 

live out) the brokenness of Genesis 3. 
The problem in many of our lives is 
that we live in a context that allows us 
to ignore the great brokenness of our 
world or pretend that it doesn’t exist. 
We can live comfortable lives, we can 
turn off the news, and we can 
entertain ourselves with all sorts of 
pleasures and forget that we live in a 
Genesis 3 world. But this is never the 

Biblical vision of God’s people (it is, in fact, God’s 
critique of Old Testament Israel). God calls us to 
see the truth around us and engage in the work of 
God. We do not do this work merely by our own 
efforts or desires (and certainly not simply because 
we are “supposed to”), but by the Spirit’s gifting and 
by the transformation of our hearts and minds. See 
also: Psalm 9:16; 33:5; 37:6; 103:6; Isa. 58; Amos 
5:24; Micah 6:8; Luke 15; 2 Cor. 3:18; 5:14-15; Eph. 
2:10. 
 
Regardless of how you felt coming out of the 
Radical series, my prayer is that these three things 
are not lost on us. Whether you had a hard time 
tracking with Platt’s style or delivery or disagreed 
with his approach, this what it comes down to: Out 
of God’s love for his creation, he desires to bring 
restoration and reconciliation. And he wants us to 
be a part of that. Blessed to be a blessing, brothers 
and sisters. And this is not meant to be a burden or 
obligation. Because we were created to live in that 
good creation, our hearts should burn with 
excitement to live it out and to see where the Spirit 
will use us and gift us for his good purposes. 
 
Praise be to the God who loves us just the way we 
are, but loves us too much to leave us that way! 
 

(“Pastor” Con nued from page 1) 

God places a higher 
priority on our being 
transformed than our 

being informed.  

 
– Jon Bloom 

 



Among Christians and 
movie critics, 2014 
was often referred to 
as “The Year of the 
Bible”. It certainly 
earned its name, Hol-
lywood released 
more faith-based films 
that year than most 
people had seen in 
over a decade. Some, 
like God’s Not 
Dead, Calvary, 
and Unbroken were 
greeted warmly by Christian audiences. Others, par-
ticularly those that covered a popular Bible story, got 
a much more icy reception. So, what separated the 
good Christian movies from the bad? 

Looking back, it largely depended on how closely 
the Biblical films stayed to the original reading of 
scripture. Scriptural integrity is a serious issue for 
Christians and it makes sense that this would carry 
over into any movie about the Bible. However,Alissa 
Wilkinson of Christianity Today argues that most 
Christians would have been unhappy with these 
films regardless of how accurate the screenwriters 
tried to make them. She writes, 

“Every Bible film ever made, from Veggie Ta-
les and The Greatest Story Ever Told to The Pas-
sion to Noah and A.D. The Bible Continues, takes 
varying degrees of license with the text. Often, they 
turn to other texts and traditions to spark the imagi-
nation. The thing is, the Bible is a terse book. Whole 
familiar stories fill scant chapters. Lots—maybe on 
purpose—is left to the imagination. I have no idea 
what Mary, or Mary Magdalene, looked like. I’m not 
sure what Jesus’ laugh sounded like, or how exactly 
they traveled to get to the Mount of Transfiguration, 
or what kind of fish was distributed to the five thou-
sand…” 

“If we want to make and watch movies based on the 
Bible, then, we've got to be okay with some degree 
of imagination. The real question for most people, 
especially religious people, to grapple with is this: 
where is the limit? This may be where the documen-
tary and creative nonfiction discussion becomes 

useful again.” 

Wilkinson certainly has a point. Two of 2014’s most 
despised “Biblical” movies were Aronof-
sky’s Noah and Ridley Scott’s Exodus: God’s and 
Kings. The latter was harshly criticized for trans-
forming Moses into a terrorist-type character rather 
than God’s prophet, and was generally regarded to 
have departed from scripture altogether.Noah is a 
different story. While many Christians responded 
harshly to Aronofsky’s personal touches, others 
stepped forward to defend the film.          

As Crosswalk editors Debbie Holloway and Steve 
McGarvey pointed out in theirvideo review, much of 
what Christians believe about Noah comes from the 
Church rather than Bible. Certain aspects of Noah's 
tale, like the Nephilim, the wickedness of man, and 
Noah's relationship with his sons are never fully ex-
plored and left completely to the imagination. Any-
one creating a movie would need to take a little ar-
tistic liberty or exercise some imagination simply to 
fill in the gaps. In the end, we're left contemplating 
Wilkinson’s original question, “Can a movie inspired 
by Biblical events ever truly satisfy a Christian audi-
ence?” 

For many Christians this will be a matter of great 
debate. Some will no doubt assert that Scriptural 
integrity is paramount, while others say some artistic 
tinkering is acceptable so long as the message re-
mains the same. In the end, all we can really do is 
speak the Gospel and hope that Christ will be glori-
fied in all things. 

What Christians Get Wrong About Biblical Movies 

By Ryan Duncan for crosswalk.com 



Last week, Winthrop Covenant commemorated the 
redesign of the church’s website page by starting a 
Facebook page as well.  So far, the page has been more 
successful than was originally hoped for.  

In just the first week, 504 unique individuals have been 
exposed to our church through Facebook in some way—
they saw our content, or someone mentioned the church in 
a comment, or they got a notification about us.   

More importantly though, 270 people have been delivered 
our post content—that is, 270 people were exposed to the 
life-changing message of God’s Word because someone 
shared a picture or a post from our Facebook page to their 
friends.  That’s nearly 200 more people than we reach on a 
Sunday morning!  And the vast majority of them got to see 
a quote from Pastor Kyle’s sermon.   It is our hope that 
through this content, people’s hearts will be touched for 
Christ, and the church will have an even greater impact in 
our community.   

If you have already “liked” our page on Facebook, we are 
grateful for your help in spreading our message!  Your 

clicks, comments and shares drastically help to increase 
the visibility of the church and reach people who would not 
otherwise hear from us.  

 
 

This sermon quote, from April 26th, reached over 

180 people in just three short days.  

WECC Launches Official Facebook Page 

Community Event Explosion! 
This May and June will see a whole host of community 
activities, from pie socials and pillow cleaning to garage 
sales and a 5K run...all in our local area.  See the “About 
Town” section on page 6 for a summary of what’s 
happening!  Full details of each event can be found on 
our church bulletin board.  

If you are not yet on Facebook, we appreciate you too!  
Please be aware that we do not intend to replace paper or 
email communication with Facebook.  We will continue to 
print newsletters, post flyers and send out emails as long as 
it remains feasible and is desired by the congregation.   You 
can help spread the hope we have in Christ as well, whether 
it’s by handing the newsletter to a friend or emailing your 
mother with Sunday’s sermon audio.  

And to those of you who are on Facebook but haven’t yet 
checked us out: what are you waiting for?  We have a ton of 
fun and encouraging posts to send your way!  Check us out 
at www.facebook.com/wincovchurch.  See you online! 



Need to access the 

calendar on your 

mobile device?  Scan 

this code or visit 

www.win.cov.org/

events 

Church and Local Events 
What’s  

Happening? 

Church Calendar:  

May 3rd:  Communion Sunday 

May 6th:  Youth Group, 7:30pm 

May 7th:  National Day of Prayer Service, 7pm 

May 8th:  Women’s Bible Study at HeBrews Coffeeshop in Gibbon, 
9:30am.  This is a date and location change! 

May 11th:  Leadership Team Meeting 

May 16th:  Clothes Closet opens at 9am, Food Cupboard open at 10 

May 17th:  Sunday School Celebration Sunday 

May 23rd:  Women’s Min. Trip to Arboretum, meet at church, 10am 

May 27th:  Prayer Shawl Meeting at the Ruff’s, 6pm 

May 31st:  Graduation Sunday 

 

Around Town:  
May 1st-3rd: Gaylord Citywide Garage Sales 

May 2nd:   Go:Serve at Redeemer Covenant Church in Brooklyn 
Park, 10am-3:30pm.  Open to families with kids from Pre-K to 6th 
grade.  Register at www.northwestconference.org. 

May 6th:  Pillow Cleaning sponsored by Post 314 Legion Auxillary.  
Drop pillows off at LaChevaux, 114 N Main Street, 6-8pm on the 5th 
or 7:30-3pm on the 6th. 

May 7th:   Salad Luncheon for world hunger at Peace Lutheran 
Church, 413 W 5th St, Winthrop.  11am-1pm, $7. 

May 16th:   Winthrop Citywide Garage Sales 

June 3rd:  Annual Pie & Ice Cream Social + Bake Sale, Bernadotte 
Lutheran Church, 34122-515th Ave  (East of Lafayette).  5:30-8pm 
More information on the bulletin board or at www.fields-of-grace.org 

June 5th and 6th:   KTIS Joyful Noise Family Fest, featuring Toby 
Mac and Matthew West, National Sports Center, Blaine MN.  Tickets 
and more info at myktis.com. 

June 6th:  2nd Annual Flytte Fun Run 5K & 1 1/2 mile walk, Scandia 
Grove Lutheran Church in Norseland, proceeds to support MSU’s 
intervarsity campus ministry.  Registration details available on the 
bulletin board and at www.scandiangrovelutheranchurch.org. 

June 19th-20th:   RiseFest 2015 music festival, including the music 
of Rend Collective, Matthew West, Jason Gray and the Newsboys, in 
Sheldon, IA.  For tickets and more information, visit 

Weekly Open Events: 
Wednesdays: 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at Eunice 
Sahlberg’s home.  

Thursdays: 

–Women’s Bible Study, 9:30-11:00am 
in church overflow room (not 5/7, see 
left) 

-Men’s Bible Study, 6:30pm at Chuck 
Peik’s home. 

Saturdays: 

-Men’s Breakfast, 6am at Hahn’s 
Dining 

Sundays: 

-Worship 9:30am 

-Sunday School 10:45am  



Help Wanted 

St. Peter’s Lutheran School (north of Gibbon) 

has an opening for a school cook/food manager.  

This 15+hour a week posi on includes du es 

such as menu planning, cooking, and serving 

meals.  Individuals holding cer fica on as a food 

manager preferred, or the ability to obtain in one 

year (the cost for cer fica on will be paid by St. 

Peter’s).  Interested par es should call 507‐834‐

6676.  This posi on will remain open un l filled.  

Services Available 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice Mankato is 

hos ng Journey through Grief, an eight‐week 

grief group for adults who have lost a loved one. 

In Journey through Grief, par cipants connect 

with others, share their stories, explore the 

process of grief and healing, and find comfort in 

knowing they are not alone. 

Sessions will be held Wednesday mornings, April 

29 to June 17. Please see the church bulle n board 

for  mes and loca ons of both groups. There is 

no cost to par cipate in either grief group, but 

pre‐registra on is required. Group members 

will be limited to 10, so pre‐register ASAP. For 

more informa on or to register, please call 507

‐385‐2989 or 1‐800‐327‐3721, ext. 2989 (toll 

free). 

The Life‐Work Planning Center offers career 

and life planning services for women.  They 

offer a series of personal growth and career 

development workshops in the New Ulm area : 

one on Tuesdays at the License Bureau from 

10am‐noon, and one on Thursdays at Christ 

the King Lutheran Church from 6pm to 8pm.   

See the church bulle n board for info on 

workshops in other ci es around the area 

The Life‐Work Planning Center also hosts a Job 

Search Support Group in Mankato on  

November 20th, from 1 to 3pm at their 

Mankato office at 201 N Broad S, Ste. 100.   

Dona ons Needed 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp is s ll looking for 

dona ons for the Dining Hall addi on to camp. If 

you are able to help out, gi s of any size are 

cri cally needed to make this a reality. Any 

ques ons about what is going on at LBBC: please 

contact Brian Alnes 320‐219‐3199 or email him 

at brian@lbbc.com.   

Dona ons are being accepted for the church 

Food Cupboard.  If you would like to support 

the Food Cupboard monetarily, please 

designate your funds to the food cupboard and 

drop in the offering plate on Sunday. The Food 

Cupboard is open the third Saturday of each 

month from 10‐noon.  

Items Available 

Clothes Closet. The Winthrop Covenant 

Clothes Closet is open on the third Saturday of 

each month from 9am‐noon.  The Clothes 

Closet offers gently used clothing for all ages 

and sizes, as well as some household items, for 

free.   

Dona ons for the Clothes Closet may be le  in 

the church back hallway across from Pastor 

Kyle’s office, near the southeast door.  

SUBMIT YOUR NEWS! 

Please submit  newsletter ideas or announcements to the 
church office in writing, or email us at: wincov@means.net. 

Next Deadline: 5/13 

107 W. 3rd St.  

Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647-5777 

Pastor: (507)647-3739 

wincov@means.net 

Join us for worship!  Sunday mornings 9:30 am 

Care Member‐to‐Member announcements Connection 


