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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Hooray! A 

new school 

year has 

begun! 

Students are filling the schools, busses are 

rolling down the streets and minds are being 

filled once again. The start of fall (or, nearly 

fall) also begins programing in many 

churches, as well. This year, our church will 

enter the new year with an all-inclusive 

theme: Shift. 

 

Shift is a resource that comes out of the 

theme for this past CHIC and is an 

opportunity to restart our ministries with a 

common base and focus. We’ll be utilizing 

this focus throughout our Sunday morning 

experience, from sermons to Sunday School. 

 

We all are familiar with the concept of 

conversion. We recognize that there is a 

“coming of faith” that Christians experience, 

though it is experienced in a wide variety of 

ways. Whatever biblical phrase we use (born 

again, new birth, new creation, moving from 

darkness to light or death to life) we all talk 

about this change that happens to us when 

we give our lives to Christ. We also 

recognize that once Christ gets a hold of our 

lives, it doesn’t stop there. God continues to 

shift our perspective of God, ourselves and 

the world. While we may be happy with our 

own perspective, God wants us to see things 

as he sees them. As I have been reading 

through the Gospels lately, we can definitely 

recognize that Jesus sees things in a way that 

the Pharisees, the tax collectors, the Roman 

authorities and even his disciples see things. 

And he calls us to shift our focus. 

 

So, over the next six weeks we will seek to 

 Shift your relationship with God 

 Shift your relationship with people 

 Shift your idea of how God can use you 

 Shift your ability to see pain 

 Shift your perspective on the world 

 Shift into action 

 

We will also be given the opportunity to 

serve. Throughout this six weeks, we will be 

collecting money through our Sunday 

School donations to support Project Blue. 

Project Blue is an initiative of the Covenant 

church in order to raise awareness of the 

need for sanitation and access to clean water 

throughout the world as well as to raise 

funds that will support the work that 

Covenant World Relief is doing to address 

this issue. This past July, Covenant high 

school students raised $126,000 for Project 

Blue! And now, we are able to build on that 

good work as we allow God to continue the 

good work of shifting our hearts. May God 

bless us on this journey! 
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From the Parish Nurse 
The September/October issue of the Covenant Companion have excellent articles on Medical Outreach 

to Asian immigrants in Oakland, CA and two excellent articles on End of Life decisions.   

  

The title of one article, “The Good Death,” about medical advancements in health care.  “We 

increasingly view our mortality as an enemy to be conquered.  Are we fighting the wrong battle?”  The 

author teaches theology and psychology at Eastern University in Saint David's, Pennsylvania. 

  

 There is another article that describes real life-cases written on “When do no Harm is not Enough.”  It 

is written by the vice president of quality improvement and risk management at Swedish Covenant 

Hospital in Chicago.  She provides administrative oversight for several programs including the 

hospital’s pastoral care and ethics programs. 

  

There is a copy of the Companion in the foyer. I along with several people in our congregation receive 

the Companion.  Please feel free to borrow our copies.   Karen Benson  

August Finances 

Expenses: $9,846.10 
Income: $10,937.00 

WECC Provides Funding 
to Laotian Pastor 
Soudinh Penkhay grew up in 

Laos.  His parents were strong 

Buddhists and he was a temple 

monk.  As an adult, Penkhay 

entered the Lao military and 

endured time in a communist 

concentration camp in Thailand.  

There he met a Buddhist monk 

who knew Jesus.   

 

Now Penkhay is a US citizen, an 

ordained Covenant pastor and 

minister to the Laotian Covenant 

Church in Brooklyn Center.  For 

13 years, Penkhay has 

shepherded a congregation made 

up of converts from Buddhism to 

Christianity.   

 

Penkhay has recently felt God’s 

call to return to Thailand and 

Laos and has been accepted for 

service as a short term 

missionary under Covenant 

World Mission for service in 

Thailand for two years.  His goal 

is to leave for Thailand this Fall 

to become part of a team of 

We wish to express our sincere thank you to the congregation for 

the many acts of kindness shown Gary and our family these past 

months and since his passing.   

 

To Pastor Kyle for taking special time away from your vacations 

to be there for us, to June and Joanne for the lovely music, the 

beautiful flowers, the service committee who prepared the lunch—

last but not least, for your many prayers spoken.  We humbly 

appreciate everything that was done.  Gary’s time with us was all 

to short, but it gives us comfort to know he no longer suffers and 

is at peace.  

 

Blessings to all—The Family of Gary Rosnau. 

Thank You 

Covenant missionaries providing 

leadership training to Thai and 

Lao Christians; working with 

youth through the soccer camp 

program, and assisting in the 

agricultural and fish hatchery 

facility.  

 

Soudinh Penkhay has asked for 

both prayer and financial 

support.   Due to cultural and 

language barriers, he is unable to 

raise support on his own, and the 

Northwest Conference has 

requested our support for his 

mission.  

 

The Missions and Outreach team 

at WECC has voted unanimously 

to provide Penkhay with a one-

time gift of $500 for his return to 

Thailand.  We are privileged to 

be able to partner with him in 

this important work.  

 

More info about Soudinh 

Penkhay can be found on the 

Missions bulletin board.  

Table Games 

Yard Games 

Free Skating 

Kids’ Crafts 

Fall Sneak Peek! 

Walking Tacos at 5pm 



What’s 
Happening? Church and Local Events 

Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays: 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at 
Eunice Sahlberg’s home.  

Thursdays: 

-Women’s Bible study, 
9:30am in the church 
library 

-Men’s Bible Study, 
6:30pm at Chuck Peik’s 
home. 

Saturdays: 

-Men’s Breakfast, 6am 
at Hahn’s Dining 

Sundays: 

-Worship 9:30am 
-Sunday School 10:45am  

Need to access the 

calendar on your 

mobile device?  Scan 

this code or visit 

www.wincov.org/

events 

Church Calendar:  

September 17th: Women’s Thursday Bible Study Resumes, 9:30am 

September 19th: Clothes Closet, 9am; Food Cupboard 1am 

September 19th: Shift into Gear Fall Kickoff, 3-6pm 

September 23rd: Prayer Shawl Ministry meeting at the church, 6pm 

October 4th:  Communion 

October 13th:  Leadership Team meeting:, 7pm 

 

Around Town:  
September 15th: Winthrop Good Samaritan 50th Anniversary Celebration, 5-7 pm, 
Winthrop Good Sam. Center front lawn.   

September 16th: First meeting of an eight-week grief group, “Journey Through Grief”, 
10am to noon, Madison East Center, 1400 Madison Avenue, Mankato.  For more info 
see page 3. 

September 19th, Fuel Leadership Conference, University of Northwestern - St. Paul.  No 
matter your vocation, Fuel provides experience and wisdom to better your leadership 
skills to honor Christ in daily living. Visit www.unwsp.edu/web/church-relations/fuel for 
tickets and more information.  

September 22nd: An educational seminar entitled “Understanding Children’s Grief” will 
be offered at Christ the King Lutheran Church in Mankato from 6 to 7:30 pm, Free of 
charge.  For more info see page 3. 

September 27th: Fall Dinner at Peace Lutheran Church, 413 W 5th St, Winthrop.  
Dinner from 11am to 1pm, Bake Sale and Silent Auction 9am to 1pm.  Quilt Raffle 
Drawing at 1pm.  Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for ages 3-10; 2 & under are free. Tickets 
for dinner and quilt raffle available for purchase at MidCountry Bank, Winthrop State 
Bank and LaCheveux. More info on the bulletin board. 

October 3rd: Camp Oz, a camp for grieving children and teens, from 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at Camp Patterson, Madison Lake. Camp Oz is open to all children, ages 6-18,  
Free of charge; registration is required by Sept. 18th.  For more info see page 3. 

October 13th: The Life-Work Planning Center is hosting a women’s Job Search/
Interviewing Skills Networking Event from 5-7pm at 127 S 2nd St, Ste 210, Mankato, in 
the “Shared Spaces” center. For more information visit www.wpc.org.   

November 14th: MN Adult & Teen Challenge Choir Fall Concert, 6pm at the AG Willmar 
Church, 381 Abbott Dr, Willmar. Free will donation, refreshments available after the 
concert.  Space is limited; rsvp at www.mntc.org/event/fall-concert 



Submit Your News! 
Next Deadline: 9/28/15 

Please submit newsletter ideas or announcements to the 

church office in writing, or email us at: wincov@means.net. 

107 W. 3rd St.  

Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647-5777 

Pastor: (507)647-3739 

wincov@means.net 

Join us for worship!   
Sunday mornings 9:30 am 

Connect with us on Facebook! 

We would love to hear from you!  Comment, like and 

share at www.facebook.com/wincovchurch.  Be on the 

lookout this month for tips and ideas for utilizing our 

Facebook page! 

Leadership Team Minutes From the Sept. 8th, 2015 Meeting 

Present:  Pastor Kyle, Darren McKinney, Rose Adema, 
Reuben Rosnau, Dan Messerli & Sondra Redman 
Opening: Pastor opened meeting with prayer and read 1 
Timothy 6:3-19 

 August  LT notes were reviewed and approved. 
 August Financial report & August projected were 
reviewed. 

 Dan will follow up on questions regarding 
projected expenses and balances. 

Pastor’s report: 
 There will not be a confirmation class this year. 
 LT suggested to Pastor that he should find an 

appropriate substitute for 1 Sunday morning 
sermon due to time spent working during his 
vacation.  This will not be considered pulpit 
supply or vacation time. 

 Next Vision casting meeting will be scheduled. 
Ministry Team Updates: 
 Discipleship Team 

 First week of Sunday School will be 9/20.  ‘Shift’ 
curriculum will be used for the first 6 weeks.  A 
kick-off event for all ages is scheduled for 
Saturday 9/19. Groups & Teachers are as 
follows: 

 PreK-K – Dan & Tiffany 
 1-3 grades – Sondra (weeks 1-6) / 

Krystal (remainder of the year) 
 4-6 – Vonna 
 Youth (Jr & Sr High) – Mary Jo 

(students grades 9-12 have option to 
join adult class) 

 Adult - TBD. 
 Mission & Outreach Team: 

 AWANA is short leaders.  Decision will be made 
in the next week or so if this ministry will be 
offered this year. 

 A one-time gift of $500 has been given to 
Laotian Pastor Penkhay. 

 Worship Team: 
 Talent Showcase has been rescheduled to 

Sunday 9/20. 
 Slew Foot Family Band will be here on Sunday 

10/25. 
 Properties Mgmt 

 Bathroom floors have been replaced 
Church Use Requests – none 
Communion servers: Oct 4th:   Dan, Darren, Rose & 
Sondra 
Next LT meeting will be Oct 13th. 

Items Discussed: 

 Discussed possibility of Children’s Church program 
starting in Oct.  Children ages 4 year -2nd grade are invited 
to attend.  This program will NOT be offered on Communion 
Sunday’s, Special services or during the summer.  Vonna 
will be leading this program. This new ministry will be part of 
the Discipleship Ministry team. 

 Darren will contact nominating committee members.  
New LT members need to be voted on during 
congregational meeting on 11/15. 

 Dan continues to evaluate electronic payment options & 
financial accountability practices. 

Closing: Darren closed meeting with a prayer 

Respectfully Submitted ~ Sondra Redman (LT Secretary) 


