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From the Pastor’s Desk Mission/Vision Update 
Every once in a while I am reminded that 
there are many behind-the-scenes things 
that happen in church life. Often, there 
are ideas that are percolating in my brain, 
or perhaps discussions that take place in 
the Leadership Team or among Ministry 
Teams. Some of these things surface, 
others may not go anywhere. I wanted to 
take a moment to give you a look behind 
the curtain of my mind regarding one 
area that surfaced recently. 
 
A couple months ago, several of us gath-
ered together for an informal visioning 
meeting. The idea of clarifying/redefining 
our church’s vision has been around for 
several years. With our 125th anniversary 
coming up, it felt like the right time to 
move forward. The meeting was designed 
to be pretty entry-level. We weren’t go-
ing to be making any decisions; just get 
the mental juices flowing and get some 
thoughts on where our church is at. It was 
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“But whoever does what 
is true comes to the light, 
so that it may be clearly 
seen that his works have 
been carried out in God.”  

In this issue 
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designed to be the first of several meet-
ings. Then several conversations and an 
opportunity derailed the process. 
 
You see, I connected with Jon Kramka 
(Director of Congregational Vitality for 
the Northwest Conference of the ECC) 
for resourcing, as he assists churches in 
this process. He happily gave me some 
resources and suggestions as I continued 
to imagine the next steps of our process. 
Shortly thereafter, though, Jon ap-
proached me with an opportunity to take 
part in a workshop called Navigate. Navi-
gate is a workshop designed by the ECC 
for churches that are undertaking the 
Congregational Vitality pathway called 
“Veritas” (See below. I know this is a lot 
of info, but bear with me!). He had some 
sudden openings, and offered me a spot. 
From our conversations, I discovered that 
the Veritas process (again, see below for 
more info) is designed to culminate in a 

church being able to do the work of vi-
sioning. I have since agreed to participate 
in Navigate (Oct. 30th-Nov. 4th), which 
will allow me a better understanding of 
Veritas and connect me with other 
churches that are going through it, as 
well. 
 
Beyond that, I’ve also had conversations 
that lead me to believe that there is more 
work for us to do as a church. We have 
remarkable servants in our church and we 
have a heart to reach people with the 
Gospel and care for people in Jesus’ 
name. At the same time, there are often 
elements in any church that undermine 
that desire. The culture of a church, com-
munication issues, how we relate to one 
another. These are all “under the surface” 
issues that sometimes plague churches; 
things that we don’t always recognize or 
address. 



Missionary Update 

“Right now we are in the final preparations for the visit of the North Park Seminary students who are 
coming to spend a week with us from Oct 18-24.  We have shared about this in the last few newslet-
ters we've sent.  This visit is part of their seminary course entitled Rethinking Mission: Lessons from 
Art, History and Practice.   

It is an important event both for these students as well as our community of artists here, so we are 
writing to ask our partners in ministry if they would please be praying with us for this time together… 

We have a week of activities planned, ie: guest speakers, time with individual artists, visits to differ-
ent sites, time with missionaries from our team at the Fonderie, and more.  Goals are:  

 to allow the students to grow in their ability to perceive where God is at work in the arts in ways 
that can enrich the life and ministry of Christian communities;  

 to gain an understanding of the needs of artists and ways they can be included in the life of the 
Church.  We know that there is so much more the Lord will be teaching us during our time to-
gether about His Kingdom and Mission we are all a part of. 

Here are some specific ways you can be praying with us: 

 For the students, that the Lord would be preparing them for their time here; that it would be a 
blessing to them and bear fruit in their lives and ministries.  

 For Prof Paul DeNeui, guest speakers, and Fonderie team members - For wisdom, inspiration and 
guidance from the Holy Spirit as they lead and share throughout the week. 

 For all those coming from Chicago - for safe travels and strength during this intense week while 
dealing with a time change.  

 For us personally - for grace and strength as we welcome, coordinate, and pull together the many 
behind-the-scene details. 

 For all - good health; protection in our comings and goings around the city of Paris; rich times of 
sharing between students, artists, teachers, missionaries; that our hearts and minds would be 
ready to receive all that the Lord wants to teach us through this experience.  

We trust the Holy Spirit will inspire you as to how 
else you can pray. 

You will find the names of participants to the right. 

Thank you so much for praying with us.  We look 
forward to sharing with you how things go! 

Blessings,  Francisco and Stephanie” 

WECC gratefully supports Francisco and Stephanie Ramos, long-term 
missionaries serving in France with Ministry through the Arts.  The below 
quote, taken from a recent email update, details the Ramos’ current prayer 
needs. 

NP Students: 
Abigail Austin 
Ericka Elion 
Yvonne DeVaugn 
Michael Hertenstein 
Kari Lindholm-Johnson 
Matthew Novak 
Amanda Olson 
Benjamin Jenkins 
Dean Thomas Soule 
Jonathan Teram 
Brian Masters 
Professor: Paul DeNeui 

Fonderie team 
participants: 
David & Sanan Brazzeal 
Steve Thrall 
Benoit-Régis Pons 
Francisco and Stephanie 
Noémie Daval 
Bernard Bouton 
Richard VanDerAa 
 
Guests: 
Linda Stratford 
Ed Knippers 
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Items Offered Free 
Dan Christianson is offering the 

following items:  

 Kitchen table with 4 rolling chairs 

 Full size mattress and box spring 
(nearly new) 

 A burgundy lift chair with remote 

Contact Dan:  
414 N Hennepin, Winthrop, 

906-369-34872 

Sibley County Public Health & Human Services 
is looking for donations for the Santa’s Helpers 
Workshop.  Santa’s Helpers provides 
disadvantaged families in Sibley county with 
gifts to help make the holidays brighter for them.  
Donations of new toys, games, mittens, quilts, 
money and wrapping paper will be joyfully 

accepted until Monday, December 7th, at 111 8th St. in 
Gaylord between 9:00am and 4:30pm.   
 
The program will be held on December 8th and 9th.  
Volunteers are also needed to sort and wrap gifts, 
chaperone and clean up.  To volunteer or for more 
information, please call 507-237-4000. 

Santa’s Helpers Program Gearing up for the Upcoming Holiday Season 

Be sure to join us this Sunday, October 25th at 6:30pm for a 
fabulous program from the 
Slew Foot Family Band! 
 
This talented Grey Eagle family of 
eight children and their parents will 
share an evening of music with 
singing and a variety of instruments, 
including the fiddle, guitar, mandolin, 
banjo, whistle and hammer dulcimer.  

The program will include folk, bluegrass, Irish and Gospel music, and the 
family adds dancing such as clogging, square dancing, line dancing and more 
into their program.  



September Finances 

 

 

Income:$7,748.00 

Expenses: $9,969.46  

WHAT EVERY WOMAN SHOULD KNOW 

Being a woman and aging are the main risk factors for breast cancer.  Race is 
another risk factor because breast cancer is diagnosed in white women more 
often than in women of other races.  Having a family or personal history of 
breast cancer also increases your risk. 

Lifestyle-related risk factors include obesity, drinking alcohol, physical inactivity throughout life and long-term use of menopausal 
hormone therapy. 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  Know your risk.  Talk with your doctor.  Stay up to date with mammograms and other 
breast health screenings based on your risk factors. 

BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS FOR WOMEN: 

 The American Cancer Society recommends these breast cancer screenings for women with no symptoms of breast cancer: 

 Starting at age 40, women should have a yearly clinical breast exam, including a mammogram. 

 Yearly mammograms should continue as long as the woman is in good health, no matter what her age. 

 A health professional should perform these exams. 

 Women should also speak with a doctor about the benefits and risks of breast self-exams. 

 Women should report symptoms of breast disease or changes in breast health to their doctor right away. 

See your health coverage document to learn about your plan’s health screening benefits. 

FACT:  WOMEN WHO EXERCISE FOUR OR MORE HOURS A WEEK HAVE A LOWER RISK OF BREAST CANCER 

Source:  National Cancer Institute, 2014 

From the Parish Nurse 



Church and Local Events 
What’s  

Church Calendar:  
October 25th: Slewfoot Family in Concert, 6:30pm 

November 1st:  Communion Sunday 

November 4th:  Senior High Youth Group, 7pm 

November 8th: Blood Pressure Screening 

November 9th:  Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting: 7pm 

November 10th:  Leadership Team meeting:, 7pm 

November 15th: Congregational Meeting, 10:45am, Thanksgiving 
Smorgasbord, 12:30 PM 

November 18th:  Senior High Youth Group, 7pm 

 

Around Town:  
October 13th: The Life-Work Planning Center is hosting a women’s Job 
Search/Interviewing Skills Networking Event from 5-7pm at 127 S 2nd 
St, Ste 210, Mankato, in the “Shared Spaces” center. For more infor-
mation visit www.wpc.org. 

November 1st: First Lutheran Church in Winthrop will host a “Glory to 
God” celebration, featuring Allen and Matt, music with a message coun-
try and gospel favorites, vocal and instrumental at 9:30 am with dinner 
from 11 am to 1: 30pm ($10).  Norwegian culinary specials will be availa-
ble for sale, and silent and live quilt auctions. 

November 12th: Fall CARE Event at Arlington Community Center, 2pm 
and 6pm.  What’s New in Medicare for 2016 by Robin Thompson, MN 
River Area Agency on Aging; MN Dept of Veterans Representative avail-
able; prizes, refreshments, free blood pressure checks, several resource 
booths.   

November 14th: MN Adult & Teen Challenge Choir Fall Concert, 6pm at 
the AG Willmar Church, 381 Abbott Dr, Willmar. Free will donation, re-
freshments available after the concert. Space is limited; rsvp at 
www.mntc.org/event/fall-concert 

Happening? 

Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays: 
 
 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at 
Eunice Sahlberg’s home.  

Thursdays: 
 
-Men’s Bible Study, 
6:30pm at Chuck Peik’s 

Saturdays: 
 
-Men’s Breakfast, 6am 
at Hahn’s Dining 

Sundays: 
 
-Worship 9:30am 
-Sunday School 10:45am  

Need to access the 
calendar on your 
mobile device?  Scan 
this code or visit 
www.wincov.org/
events 

Submit Your News! 
Next Deadline: 8/26 
Please submit newsletter ideas or announcements to the church 

office in writing, or email us at: wincov@means.net. 



Leadership Team Minutes    From the October 13th Meeting 

Present:  Pastor Kyle, Rose Adema, Becky 
Becker, Reuben Rosnau, Dan Messerli & Son-
dra Redman 
Guests: Delaine Elseth, June Oman, Karen Ben-
son 
 
Opening: Rueben opened meeting with pray-
er and reading from Ephesians 2:8-10  

 September LT notes were reviewed and 
approved. 

 September Financial report & October pro-
jected expenses were reviewed. 

 Dan will follow-up regarded 2 pro-
jected expenses that appear to be 
carry overs from previous month 

 Dan will follow-up regarding desig-
nated funds balances 

 In the future the financial report will 
be included in the binder contain-
ing meeting minutes 

 
Pastor’s report: 
 Pastor will be on vacation 11/2–11/8 and 
11/16-11/22..  Arrangements will be made for 
Pulpit supply & worship leaders. 
 Pastor will be attending Navigate confer-
ence which is part of Veritas (Congregational 
Vitality) 10/30-11/4.  He will be leading our 
church service on 11/1. 
 Additional church vision meetings have not 
been scheduled at this time. 
 Pastor will be part of a Covenant Pastoral 
rotation during Lent.  More details to come. 
 
Ministry Team Updates: 
 Discipleship Team 

 Sunday School will be wrapping up 
‘Shift’ curriculum is in the next 2-3 
weeks. 

 Future Sunday School curriculum 
is TBD. 

 Christmas program is TBD. 
 Men’s game feed will be 12/5 
 Women’s Christmas gathering will 

be 12/11 or 12/12. 
 Women’s October event will be 

10/20 
 Smorgasbord will be 11/15 follow-

ing the congregational meeting. 
 Mission & Outreach Team: 

 AWANA was discussed.  Program 
is currently not being offered due 
to lack of volunteers that could 

commit to weekly participation in 
key program positions. Delaine will 
be contacting those that were in-
terested in helping with the pro-
gram to determine if there is inter-
est in this program or a different 
program in the future. 

 Discussed The Congo Clinic Initia-
tive.  This is a project that requires 
a 5 year commitment where the 
commitment amount would be split 
between 4 churches in the Trimont 
district.  Mission & Outreach Team 
would like to commit; Karen is 
working on details. 

 Worship Team: 
 Slewfoot Family 

 Properties Mgmt: No update. 
 
Church Use Requests –Kachelmeier use on 
10/10 (reviewed &  approved 9/27) 
 
Communion servers: Nov 1st:   Dan, Reuben, 
Sondra 
 
Next LT meeting will be Nov 10th. 
 
Items Discussed: 

 Congregational meeting will be on Sunday 
11/15 during Sunday School time.  Activities for 
children are being planned. 
 Veritas process was discussed; it will be 
introduced at the November congregational 
meeting.  Information regarding Veritas can be 
found on the Covenant website 
 Continued discussing financial accountabil-
ity & electronic payment methods.  This will be 
on the agenda for the November congregational 
meeting. 
 Discussed Financial reports, designated 
funds and memorials.  Reviewed proposed up-
dates to the financial Internal Controls and Poli-
cy document. Dan will make recommended 
changes to Internal Controls and Policy docu-
ment. 
 Rueben will follow up with Darren regarding 
Nominating Committee. 
Communication concerns were discussed. 

 
 
Closing: Rueben closed meeting with a prayer 
 
Respectfully Submitted ~ Sondra Redman (LT Secre-
tary) 

 
107 W. 3rd St.  
Winthrop, MN 55396 
www.wincov.org 

(507)647-5777 
Pastor: (507)647-3739 

wincov@means.net 

Join us for worship: Sunday mornings 9:30am 

Connect with us on Facebook! 
We would love to hear from you!  Comment, like and 

share at www.facebook.com/wincovchurch.  


