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Perfecting a Program 
Worth Singing About 
Preparations are now well underway for the 

Sunday School Ministry’s annual Christmas 

program, “Heaven and Nature Sing”.   

 

In this humorous perspective of the 

Christmas story, Tiffany Messerli directs a 

cast of angels in Heaven arguing about who 

will have the honor of being the herald 

angel—the one to tell Mary about the 

upcoming birth of our Savior.  Bridget 

Kavan plays the lead role of Harriet, an 

angel who is desperate to be God’s herald 

but severely overestimates her singing 

abilities.   

 

“Practice is going quite well,” says Sunday 

Santa’s Helpers Looking for Help 
The Sibley County Santa's Helpers Committee is once again in need of help to fulfill their 

purpose of providing local families in need with gi s for the holiday season.  Specifically, they 

are in need of new toys, hats, mi ens, quilts and  monetary dona ons, as well as adult 

volunteers to wrap gi s and assist clients.    Dona ons may be dropped off at or mailed to Sibley 

County Public Health and Human Services through Monday, December 12th.  The program will 

be held on December 13th and 14th at American Lutheran Church in Gaylord.   Ques ons? Call 

507‐237‐40000. 

School Superintendent Marlys Woods, 

noting that by next week, participants should 

be able to recite their lines from memory.  

 

Besides the drama sketches with the angels, 

the program will include worshipful 

narration led by the 7th & 8th grade 

Confirmation students and musical numbers 

from the  younger students.  Delaine Elseth 

is putting together a team to help make and 

serve refreshments after the program.   

 

Join us and all of creation in celebrating the 

birth of Jesus with “Heaven and Nature 

Sing” on Sunday, December 18th at 4pm. 
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WECC has received Christmas 

le ers from Karen Benson 

and from missionaries Joel 

and Kim Delp.  You can find 

them on the bulle n board 

across from the mailboxes.  

NEWS from FRIENDS 



The Word this Christmas 

I love that version of John 1:14 from Eugene 
Peterson in The Message. He takes an abstract idea 
and brings it home to where I live. Just think about it. 
Jesus came to live and reveal God to us where we 
live -- in our neighborhoods.  

So who are your neighbors? Who are those people 
living next to your home, or your next cubicle at 
work, or your next desk at school? Who are your 
neighbors that you relate with on a regular basis who 
haven’t yet met Jesus? Jesus wants to personally 
meet them and he is relying on you to introduce him 
to them.  

How do you do that? Be creative and caring. Become 
friends with them. When we lived in California, a 
new family moved into our neighborhood. My wife 
made a plate of chocolate chip cookies and I brought 
it over to them to say Hi. We discovered that the 
family was from another country and the wife did not 
speak English. This simple act of kindness brought 
her to tears, as she poured out her loneliness at 

moving to a new area. A few chocolate chip cookies 
(albeit very good!) opened the door to a friendship 
and relationship with strangers who became friends.  

Here are some other ideas: Get to know your 
neighbors personally. Do something fun together. 
Have the family over for pizza. Shovel a sidewalk for 
the single mom. Show them Jesus by the way that 
you live and work and interact with them. Invite them 
to your small group or our Christmas Eve Service. 
Many people consider going to a church service at 
Christmas, if for no other reason than the Christmas 
carols. You know the neighbors you have who never 
go to church anywhere. Why not reach out to them 
and invite them to spend Christmas Eve with you at 
Winthrop Covenant this year?  

One thing is certain: You will be amazed at how 
Jesus is able to transform your neighborhood when 
you become a good neighbor.  

The Word this Christmas at Winthrop Covenant is 
Jesus, and the good news is that he is living in our 
neighborhoods.   

From the Desk 
of Pastor Dan 

“The Word became flesh and blood and 
moved into the neighborhood.”  — John 
1:14 (The Message)  



From the Parish Nurse 
by Faith Johnson 

December is a time when we look forward to family 
gatherings, celebrations, traditions, and treats. In the 
church, it’s a time for celebrating Jesus’ birth, the 
incarnation of God with us, Emmanuel. For most of 
us, we look forward to these days. But with all the 
added activities and planning, December can also be 
a time of added stress and sometimes, depression.  So 
what can you do to help prevent the holiday season 
from robbing your Christmas joy? 

I found a list of helpful tips from the Mayo Clinic1 
and selected a few that I would like to share with 
you: 

 Learn to say no. You don’t have to go to every 
party or gathering you are invited to.  

 Be realistic. Trying to create perfect venues and 
perfect meals is probably setting yourself up for 
frustration. Keep things simple and be realistic 
about how much you can accomplish. 

 Don’t abandon healthy habits. Overindulgence 
only adds to your stress. Maintain your sleep and 
exercise habits and avoid overeating. Having a 

12/3: Men’s Wild Game Feed, 6pm at 
church 

Guest speaker Allen Jones, avid 
outdoorsman and KJLY on-air 
personality.  A free will offering will be 
collected.  

12/4: Christmas Caroling 2:45pm, meet at 
church 

We will be caroling for local nursing 

healthy snack before going to a holiday gathering 
can help you avoid eating too many treats. 

 Plan time for a breather. Sometimes we get so 
busy that we forget to reflect on the real reason 
for Christmas. Plan time daily for alone time. 
Reflect on the eternal gift that has been given to 
us. While enjoying Christmas lights, remember 
the Light of the World who came to redeem 
humanity. Meditate on the Christmas story once 
again and let your heart be in awe once more. 

And finally, and this is a personal tip, focus on the 
words of the Christmas Carols we are singing this 
season. I still experience joy when I sing “Joy to the 
World! The Lord has come!” Think about it; without 
Jesus there is no joy. With Jesus, there is joy 
unspeakable. What’s your favorite carol? Let the 
words touch your heart afresh. 

 

1Mayo Clinic. (2016). Stress, depression and the holidays: Tips 
for coping. From http://www.mayoclinic.org/healthy-lifestyle/
stress-management/in-depth/stress/art-20047544 

homes and shut-ins, ending up at Peik's 
afterwards  for refreshments.   

   

12/9: Women’s Christmas Pty, 5:30pm at 
church 

Tickets will be $10/ea, payable at the 
event.  All women and girls are 
welcome to attend! 

 

12/18: Christmas Program, 4pm at church 

When Jesus was born there was joy on 
earth and in heaven.  Join us for the 
Christmas program, “Heaven and 
Nature Sing”. 

 

12/24: Christmas Eve Service, 5:30pm 

Join us for a Candlelight service as we 
explore how Jesus Christ lights up the 
world.  NOTE: There will be no services  
or activities on Sunday, December 25th.  



 

 

 

 

 

Members present:  Dan Messerli, Reuben Rosnau, Debbie Wilmot, Kay Linsmeier, 
   Rose Adema, Greg Elseth, Pastor Dan Johnson, Interim 
 
Guests:  Dale and Betty Boyum 
     June Oman 
 
Opening:  Dan, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm, opened with Scripture from The NLT; 
Psalms 37:7, followed by prayer. 
 
October 11th LT Meeting Minutes were reviewed.  A motion was made by Reuben to approve the minutes 
as recorded, seconded by Greg.  Motion passed. 
 
October’s Financial Report was presented by Kay.  Expenses:  3,166.39, Income:  11,252.00, Difference 
of 8,085.61 profit.  Kay reported 300.00 have been paid to Uncle Tim as discussed during October’s LT 
Meeting.  She further reported The Anniversary Committee has a surplus balance of 40.00 and the 
1,500.00 transferred to an Anniversary Fund from the Lay Conference was not needed.  She explained 
donated funds covered the expenses of advertising, supplies, etc.  Greg made a motion to accept the report 
as presented.  Debbie seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Ministry Team Updates: 
Property Management: 

 Dale & Betty informed the LT of work that has been done at the New Parsonage: 
Pressure washing of the siding, Fall clean-up/gutters cleaned out, New vent pipe/vent on 
Clothes Dryer, Ongoing assessment of existing windows – cost for labor to install new 
windows/affected siding.  Advised LT air exchanger should be left on at all times.  
Thermostat has been set to 60-62 degrees.  Refrigerator unplugged.  A missing shingle has 
been noted. 

 Other maintenance concerns discussed: 
o Church Basement/Kitchen windows in need of replacement 
o West windows of Old Parsonage need sealing 
o Drainage – north side of church where roofs meet (moisture resulting in      mold 

in basement under stairs, Sunday School Resource Room) 

 Dale & Betty recommended the furnaces at all 3 locations be inspected. 

 LT agreed to the furnace inspections.  Recommended they follow through arranging for those to 
be done.  

 LT further recommended they create a Priority List of needed maintenance.   

 Parsonage Committee Members are:   Dale & Betty, Dale Henderson, and Delaine Elseth 
 
 

Leadership Team Minutes 
From the November 8th, 2016 Meeting 



Worship:   

 June reflected upon Anniversary Celebration and was informed of financial outcome – 40.00 
Profit.  Dan reported Facebook feedback; well organized. 

 Pastor Dan is planning Christmas Eve Service 

 Informed LT of Pam Osborne’s Chairing the Winthrop Ministerial Association 
o Thanksgiving Service will be held at First Lutheran 
o Unity Week of Prayer (January 16-20, 2017) – 5 churches participate 

 Winthrop Covenant hosts Thursday, 01/05/17, luncheon/devotion 
o Good Friday Service will be held at Faith United 

 Rose informed the LT of her intent to step down as Nursery Coordinator, effective 01/01/2017 

 Questioning need for ongoing Nursery Volunteers due to lack of children using it 

 Discussion held.  Suggestion made the Nursery could still =continue to be available with the 
parents of the children using it, staffing it, if a new coordinator is not found. 

 Dan will contact Krystal requesting a notice be placed in the bulletin – looking for a Coordinator  
 
Discipleship: 
Delaine provided report to Dan to present at LT Meeting: 

 Men’s Ministry – Chuck Peik 
o Wild Game Feed – Saturday, 12/03/16, 6:00 pm, Speaker:  Allen Jones, KJLY 
o Men’s Bible Study going well 

 Women’s Ministry – Becky Baker 
o Christmas Party – Friday, 12/09/16 

 Christmas Program – Mary Kavan & Tiffany Messerli 
o Sunday, 12/18/16, 4:00 pm 
o Delaine is seeking volunteers to organize food & fellowship afterwards 

 Youth Group – Sondra Redman & Krystal Stoll 
o Continuing to meet the second Wednesday of each month 
o 11/09/16 – Packing shoe boxes for Operation Christmas Child 

 Asking for donations to cover shipping costs 
 
Mission/Outreach: 
No report received due to recent transition of Chairs; Karen Benson to Bix Baker 
 
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Dan reported things are going well, taking it week by week.  He shared he attended a 2-day 
training program in Chicago entitled “Interim Pastoral Ministries” – well worth his time.  Pastor 
questioned the ability of WECC’s technology with regards to using Youtube.  Dan, Chair, responded 
“we’re working on it”.  He also provided the following feedback from the Pastoral Search Committee:  
Members feeling less pressure due to things going so well with Pastor Dan as our Interim 
 
Discussion Points: 

 Set date for receiving new members; Travis & Julia Dahlke, James & Krystal Stoll 



 Secretary’s Review conducted by Dan, Chair, and Greg Elseth.  Krystal suggested consideration 
be given to reassessing frequency of Newsletter due to decline in content and contributions.  
Discussion held.  LT recommended Krystal set and publish the deadline for each month’s 
inclusions.  If not met by those submitting will not be included as the “softness” of the previous 
deadlines has not allowed for Krystal to work within her established days/hours to accommodate 
late submissions.  Krystal sought direction for mailboxes, questioning how long a party continues 
to have a mailbox due to infrequency of attending.  Discussion held.  Determination not made at 
this time as Membership is in the early stages of being updated.  This will include a letter to 
members who haven’t attended for some time with a deadline to respond by.  If the deadline is 
not met it will be understood they no longer have an interest in membership and therefore their 
name(s) will be removed.  As a church body there is a direct financial responsibility to the 
Northwest & National Conferences based upon membership.  For this reason, as well as an area 
to be addressed being overdue the process has begun. 

 The LT strongly encourages the Chairs of each ministry team to attend each monthly meeting.  If 
unable to attend LT is requesting a written report and furthermore requesting the same written 
report, be submitted by the Chair of that Ministry Team, directly to Krystal, for inclusion in the 
Newsletter.  As a result of this, the LT Meeting Minutes will not include the Ministry Team 
Updates as they have in the past.  This will allow for efficiency and eliminate the need of 
reduplicating efforts. 

 Annual Budget was reviewed.  Some projections were made for the 2017 Budget.  Ongoing 
review/discussion will be held.  An annual congregational meeting will be held in January, 2017 
to approve the proposed budget. 

 
Communion Servers for 12/04/16:  Dan, Reuben, Greg, Greg Linsmeier 
 
Next LT Meeting:  12/13/16  New Members; Gale McKinney, Chuck Peik, and Eric Sandberg 
encouraged to attend as Leadership roles/positions for 2017 will be determine (ie:  Chair, Vice Chair, 
Secretary, Financial Secretary). 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:22 pm with Pastor Dan closing in prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
-Debbie Wilmot 
Secretary 
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