
 

The Covenant Corner 

From the Web 2 

Minutes from Special 

LT Meeting 
5 

Funnies  6 

What’s Happening? 7 

Care Connection 8 

Inside this issue: 

Winthrop 

Evangel ica l  

Covenant  Church 

 “The 5 

Words I Say 

to My Kids 

Every Day” 

 Holy Week 

Schedule 

 World Day 

of Prayer 

Service 

Rescheduled 

 WCC in the 

News! 

Gathered Together 

If you’ve been through my membership 

classes, you are perhaps familiar with the 

word “conventicles”. Although not a par‐

ticularly common word for us today, con‐

venticles have a particularly important 

part of our Covenant history. You see, back 

in our denominational roots, Christians in 

Sweden (as well as other places through‐

out Europe) began to meet together on 

their own outside of Sunday morning wor‐

ship. They read scripture, sang, and 

offered mutual encouragement. Today, 

these groups are known by various names: 

small groups, bible studies, cell groups, 

etc. 

Unfortunately, these groups were not al‐

ways seen in a positive light. Many within 

the established church, in fact, worried 

about such groups, how they might misun‐

derstand Scripture or subvert the church. 

In England, for instance, the Conventicles 

Act of 1670 imposed a fine on individuals 

who were caught meeting together for 

such a purpose. In part, there was a fear of 

having the Scriptures in the hands of lay 

people. Historically, the church has want‐

ed simply to tell people what the Bible 

says, rather than have people read it for 

themselves and risk mis‐interpretation. 

Fast‐forward to today and we find church‐

es that are actively trying to encourage 

these gatherings! Today, we 

find that there is much to be gained by 

meeting together in a smaller setting in 

order to develop deeper relationships, to 

encourage one another and to dig into 

God’s word more fully. We recognize that, 

as much as there is to be gained from gath‐

ering as the church on Sunday mornings, 

there is also something about gathering as 

a small group that we don’t get during 

those Sunday morning times. So rather 

than trying to shut these down, churches 

are now trying to encourage people to be 

in one (or more!). 

And this is the case for our church, as well. 

It is our hope that everyone find their way 

to engage in a small group. The benefit of 

deepening relationships and further bibli‐

cal growth is what we want our church 

members to experience. We are currently 

seeking to assist in implementing these 

small groups by connecting people togeth‐

er, training leaders, and resourcing with 

materials. And so, if you’d like to know 

more about opportunities for small groups, 

please connect with Delaine Elseth. We’ll 

also be getting information out soon about 

new groups that will be getting started. 

But please be encouraged (and chal‐

lenged): Christians have historically found 

ways to meet together even when these 

groups were discouraged and illegal. So 
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The 5 Words I Say to My Kids Every Day 
By Kate Montaug, for ibelieve.com 

My pastor spoke the words during one of 

his Sunday morning sermons, and the 

line stuck with me ever since. Standing 

in the crow’s nest pulpit perched on the right side of 

the sanctuary, he told the congregation what he 

would say his girls every morning as he dropped 

them off at school. 

Five years later, I find myself reciting the very same 

words to my own three kids each day as they slide the 

van door open in the school parking lot: 

“Remember who you belong to!” 

Those five words pack a whole lot of meaning. 

Iden ty 

For one, if my kids remember that they belong to 

God, that knowledge can be a great source of comfort 

and encouragement to them in so many different 

situations: when they’re 

feeling peer pressure, 

when they’re lonely, when 

they’re struggling with a 

lack of purpose or 

direction, when they feel 

like a failure. 

Isaiah 43:1‐3 illustrates this 

comfort: “But now, this is 

what the Lord says — he 

who created you, Jacob, he 

who formed you, Israel: 

‘Do not fear, for I have 

redeemed you; I have 

summoned you by name; you are mine. When you 

pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when 

you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over 

you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be 

burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” 

I asked my pastor’s daughter how the phrase 

impacted her during her childhood. One 

example she gave was from sixth grade. She recalls, “I 

found those words to be particularly comforting 

when I moved to a new school in sixth grade. I often 

felt lonely and intimidated in a new culture. Knowing 

that I was His child and that He 'had my back' so to 

speak really helped me. It helps me to trust Him ‐ 

knowing that He's got 

me.” 

My pastor explained one 

motivation for sharing 

these words with his 

girls on such a regular 

basis. He wanted them 

to know that “whatever 

might happen, good or 

bad, we have a heavenly 

Father. If I love my 

children so much and 

am so concerned about them, how much more so our 

heavenly Father?” 

We all know that the pressure our kids face in this 

day and age is significant, and only getting worse. 

What a blessing it is to be able to assure them that 

they belong to God, and to remind them of this fact 

as we send them off wherever the Lord leads them 

throughout each day. 

I’m reminded of lyrics in the song, “Greater,” by the 

Christian band, MercyMe. They sing, 

 “I hear a voice and He calls me redeemed 

when others say I’ll never be enough 

and greater is the One living inside of me 

than he who is living in the world.” 

Let’s remind our kids (and ourselves) that we belong 

to One who is greater than all, and He loves us with 

an everlasting love (Jeremiah 31:3). 

Accountability 

(“Web” Continued on page 3) 
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“What a blessing it is to 

be able to assure [our 

kids] that they belong to 

God, and to remind them 

of this fact as we send 

them off wherever the 

Lord leads them 

throughout each day.” 



Secondly, remembering that we belong to God also 

serves to help us and our children resist temptation 

and sin. 

According to my pastor, one of the reasons he told 

his girls to “remember who they belong to” was to 

remind them that they “should conduct themselves 

in such a way as to not damage the Father’s 

reputation.” Just like it says in Philippians 1:27, 

“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ.” My pastor’s daughter 

agrees that the phrase was useful in this regard: 

“Hearing my dad say these words reminded me that I 

belonged to God and therefore He had His eye on 

what I was doing. I found it to be a good 

accountability.” 

We are not our own; we were bought at a price (1 

Corinthians 6:19‐20). 

My own hope is that by cementing this phrase into 

my kids’ hearts, the Lord will bring the words to 

mind at the right time. When they are faced with 

various temptations and decisions, I pray that they 

will indeed remember who they belong to, and 

choose wisdom for His sake.  

Ambassadors 

Both aspects of this phrase (identity and 

accountability) 

work together 

when we 

consider the fact 

that as 

Christians, we 

are ambassadors 

for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:20). We bear His name. 

We’re His living, walking representatives in all that 

we say and do. My pastor’s daughter points out, 

“Thinking about these words makes me aware of my 

responsibility as His Ambassador.” 

I hope my kids will realize the same thing, and that 

God would continually soften their hearts and enable 

them to be a good witness and testimony as they bear 

His name in the world. My pastor’s closing comments 

are a great reminder for all of us: As earthly parents 

we are given the task of teaching and training our 

children in righteousness, but “the final result will be 

seen when they stand before the Lord Jesus one day.” 

So I’ll leave you with the same challenge, as you slide 

open the van door to embark on another day in the 

world: Remember who you belong to. 

(“Web” continued from page 2) 

World Day of Prayer at Peace Lutheran 

The  World Day of Prayer service has been 

rescheduled to Peace Lutheran, this Friday (3/6) at 

10am.  Men and women of all faiths are welcome.  A 

snack will be provided after the service. 
Page 3 

2015 Holy Week at WCC 

 March 29th:  

 9:30 AM Worship Service 

10:45 AM Sunday School 

 April 2nd:  

7:00 PM Worship Service 

 April 3rd:  

7:00 PM Ecumenical Worship 

Service at Peace Lutheran, 413 

W 5th St, Winthrop 

 April 5th:  

7:30 AM Sunrise Service 

8:30 AM Easter Breakfast 

9:30 AM Worship Service 

No Sunday School 



As always, we’re very proud of our students!  Four 

Winthrop Covenant kids are in the paper this week:  

Matthew Henderson and Clemens Zumdick have 

both been counted among the A honor roll.  Good 

work! 

Kristen Kokesch is among three dancers who 

have been accepted to the MN All State Dance Team.  

Kristen will be performing a jazz routine with other 

girls from all around the state on March 14th at 

Wayzata High School.   Congratulations, Kristen!  

Lastly, from the New Ulm Journal: Lor Rae Portner 

will be skating in an 

“American Idol”‐style 

show this weekend at 

the New Ulm Civic 

Center.  You can see 

her perform at 7pm on 

Friday, 1pm or 7pm on 

Saturday, or 1pm on Sunday.  Tickets are available at 

Hy‐Vee or at the door up to an hour before the show.  

It looks to be a really fun performance!   

Full articles from the papers are pinned on the 

bulletin board.    

please don’t feel like you have to rely upon the struc‐

tures of the church in order to begin meeting with 

fellow believers. Get out there! However you can find 

opportunity to encourage one another in your faith, 

do it. We want to facilitate those opportunities, but I 

want to encourage us to find opportunities wherever 

we find them. 

(“Pastor” continued from page 1) 
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“And let us consider how we may spur 

one another on toward love and good 

deeds. Let us not give up meeting 

together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encourage one another – 

and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.” –Heb. 10:24‐25 

WCC in the News 

A doctor, an engineer, a rabbi and a lawyer were 

debating who was the world's first professional. 

The doctor said, "It must have 

been a doctor. Who else could 

have helped with the world's first 

surgery of taking a rib from Adam 

to create Eve, the first woman?" 

"No," said the rabbi. ''It must have 

been a rabbi, since the Lord 

needed someone to help preach his message to Adam 

and the world." 

"Wait," said the engineer, "The world 

was created in six days from nothing. 

Do you know what a master 

engineering feat that must have been 

to create the whole world into an 

orgnanized, civilized place from utter 

chaos?" 

"Yes, but who created the chaos?" 

asked the lawyer... 
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During the month of March, 

please consider joining people 

of good will from across the 

state to help alleviate hunger. 

Minnesota FoodShare’s March 

Campaign is the largest food drive in the state, and 

congregations like ours are the heart of the 

campaign. 

Last year the campaign raised more than 12 million 

pounds and dollars for Minnesota’s food shelves.  

Cash and food donations are 

being accepted at 111 

Industrial Avenue in Gaylord.  

Please remember that the 

food shelf can stretch your 

dollar to buy much  more 

food than you can, so please 

donate money if possible.  

For open hours and more info, please call  

(507) 237‐5253 or visit www.freewebs.com/

sibleycountyfoodshare/. 

Board Members Present:  Pastor Kyle, Darren 

McKinney, Rose Adema, Dan Messerli, Reuben 

Rosnau. Also present: David, Linnea, and Trevor 

Fellows, and Penny Norrell. 

Meeting opened at Noon by Darren McKinney with 

prayer and recognition that the primary purpose of 

the meeting is to hear personal testimonies from 

prospective members. Pastor Kyle read the pertinent 

section on membership application from our  

constitution. 

Testimonies were heard from David, Linnea, Trevor 

and Penny. 

A motion was made to approve these four 

individuals into membership and seconded. After 

brief discussion, the motion was approved. 

Notification of the decision will be sent out to the 

church body, per the Constitution. 

Closing: Meeting closed in prayer 

Respectfully submitted ~ Pastor Kyle Kachelmeier 

Minutes from Special Leadership Team Mee ng on February 15th 

 

New information:  

All food shelf donations 
made in the month of 
March will be matched 

TWICE, as in years past.  

 



the quieter virtues 
 L  S   W  C  C  

Join us at 7pm on Maundy 
Thursday (April 2nd), and 
9:30 on Sunday mor ings 

through Lent.  

Discernment 

Innocence 

Authenticity 

Modesty 

Reverence 

Contentment 

Generosity 

MOPS AT WINTHROP COVENANT  
AND CONNECTED FAMILIES  

invites you to a special parenting 
workshop: 

“Discipline that Connects...With 
Your Child’s Heart.”  

Friday, April 10th.  Refreshments will be 
served at 5:30pm; speaker starts at 

6:00.  
 

Open to all moms of any age.  Limited childcare 
is available for $3/family, please RSVP to the 

church office.   A free-will offering will be 
collected to cover the cost of our speaker.    
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Save the Date! 

GO:Serve 2015 is May 2nd 

Hosted by the Covenant Northwest Conference, Go: 

Serve is an opportunity for families to serve together 

in a family‐friendly environment suitable for younger 

children. This event is open to families with kids in 

Pre‐K through 6th grade, and will be held from 10am 

to 3:30pm at Redeemer Covenant Church in Brooklyn 

Park, MN.  Registration will be open in early March  

at www.northwestconference.org.  

We would like 

to express our 

gratitude to 

everyone who 

has provided us 

with meals and 

has been 

praying for our 

family this 

week.  We’ve had a rough few days!  Thank you so 

much to all of you for helping us get through it.   

‐Jim and Krystal Stoll 

 Thank 
You 



Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at 

Eunice Sahlberg’s home.  

‐AWANA, 6pm (thru 3/18) 

Thursdays 

–Women’s Bible Study, 

9:30‐11:00am in church 

library 

‐Men’s Bible Study, 6:30pm 

at Chuck Peik’s home.   

Sundays 

‐Worship 9:30am 

‐Sunday School 10:45am  

 

 

Church and Local Events 
What’s  Happening 

Church Calendar*:  

March 1st:  Communion Sunday 

March 4th:  Youth Group, 7pm 

March 6th:  World Day of Prayer Gathering at Peace Lutheran, 10am 

March 7th:  Music Practice, 9:30am 

March 8th:  Daylight Saving Time—set clocks ahead 

March 10th:  Leadership Team Meeting 

March 13th:  MOPS, 6pm 

March 18th:  AWANA Awards night 6pm,  

         Youth Group 7pm 

March 20th:  Women’s Spa Night, 6pm 

March 21st:  Clothes Closet 9am‐noon, Food Cupboard 10am‐noon 

March 25th:  Prayer Shawl Ministry at the Ruffs’, 6pm 

March 27th‐28th:  Women’s WMNWC Renewal Conference at Hope 
Covenant Church in St. Cloud 

March 29th:  Palm Sunday 

April 2nd:  Maundy Thursday service, 7pm 

April 3rd:  Good Friday 

April 5th:  Communion Sunday;  Easter sunrise service 7:30am, breakfast 
8:30am, worship service 9:30am 

Around Town:  

March 1st:   Winthrop Area Foundation proudly sponsors a Theater for the 
Thirsty presentation: “The Cubicle”, performing in the GFW High School 
auditorium at 3pm.  Tickets are $12 in advance, (available at downtown 
businesses), or $15 at the door.  More info on the bulletin board.  

April 14th:   Mayo Clinic Health System Mankato‐Hospice and the Chesley 
Center on Aging will sponsor a one‐day conference, entitled “Conserving 
Dignity at the End of Life: ABCs of Palliative Care,” featuring renowned 
palliative care expert, Dr. Harvey Max Chochinov at South Central 
College.  Early registration, through March 31, is $85, with discounts for 
seniors, students and hospice volunteers.  Register online at 
www.mnsu.edu/continuinged/palliative.html.  More information on the 
bulletin board.   

* The church calendar can also be viewed and downloaded on our website, www.wincov.org under “Events”.  
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Need to access 

the calendar on 

your mobile 

device?  Scan this 

NEW code or visit 

the link below.  



Services Available 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice Mankato 

announces two eight‐week grief groups, 

beginning soon. 

Journey through Grief is an eight‐week grief 

group for adults who have lost a loved one. In 

Journey through Grief, participants connect with 

others, share their stories, explore the process of 

grief and healing, and find comfort in knowing 

they are not alone. 

The first eight‐week session will be held 

Thursday mornings, March 5 to April 23. The 

second session will be held Wednesday 

mornings, April 29 to June 17. Please see the 

church bulletin board for times and locations of 

both groups. There is no cost to participate in 

either grief group, but pre‐registration is 

required. Group members will be limited to 10, so 

pre‐register ASAP. For more information or to 

register, please call 507‐385‐2989 or 1‐800‐327‐

3721, ext. 2989 (toll free). 

Dona ons Needed 

Lake Beauty Bible Camp is still looking for 

donations for the Dining Hall addition to camp. 

If you are able to help out, gifts of any size are 

critically needed to make this a reality. Any 

questions about what is going on at LBBC: please 

contact Brian Alnes 320‐219‐3199 or email him 

at brian@lbbc.com.   

107 W. 3rd St.  

Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647‐5777 

Parsonage: (507)647‐3739 

wincov@means.net 

Winthrop Evangelical Covenant Church 

Member‐to‐member 

announcements 
Care Connection 

Please submit all newsletter ideas or 

care connection announcements to the 

church office in writing, or email us: 

wincov@means.net. 

SUBMIT		YOUR	NEWS!	

Next deadline:  3/11/15 

Ministry Opportuni es 

Would you like to become a volunteer with 

Allina Health Hospice?  Perhaps you know of a 

family member, a friend or a neighbor that has 

benefited from hospice.  Our volunteers are 

provided with free training and a flexible 

schedule.  If you are interested in giving as much 

as you gain in life, please contact Pam Ainslie, 

Volunteer Coordinator, at 320‐484‐9211.  Our next 

training begins on Saturday, April 11th.  Call 

today! 


