
Covenant Corner 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
Some Post-canvassing 
Reflections: 
I have to say, I was surprised and delighted 
by the interest and participation in neighbor-
hood canvasing. Not that I would underesti-
mate the people of our congregation, but 
because I know how hard it is for folks to go 
door-to-door. We have certain negative as-
sociations toward those who go knocking on 
random doors. 
 
And I assure you, this is not the most com-
fortable thing for me, either. Nor do I see it 
as the most effective way of drawing people 
into the church. But it is helpful in other 
ways. In fact, it is perhaps more helpful for 
those doing the canvasing than those receiv-
ing the canvasing. In many ways, it stretches 
us outside of our comfort zones and forces 
us to see our neighbor. 
 
And so Elias and I embarked on our own 
canvasing tour, armed with nothing but door 
hangers, invitation cards, and open minds. I 
believed that we were going out with a mes-

sage about Christ and his church, but I came 
away with a few things learned that I would 
like to share with you. 
 

First: It’s easy to miss the fact that 
there are a lot of people who live in 
Winthrop, many of whom live within 
blocks of our church.  
When you start walking the street, you real-
ize that it doesn’t take much walking in 
order to give out/hang nine door hangers. In 
fact, a quick demographic search shows that 
there are roughly 213 people (comprising 50 
families) that live within three blocks of our 
church. 
We quickly and easily drive by these houses 
without taking much note, or thinking about 
the people living there. After going door to 
door (which forced me to intentionally no-
tice the houses and look for the people), I 
found myself noticing much more on our 
way home. The people are there. Some go to 
church, many don’t. There is a mission field 
here. 
 

(Con nued on page 3) 
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Elseth Open House 
Please help us celebrate  

Megan & Isaac’s graduation! 

Open House (Dessert Bar) 

Skating Rink - Gaylord City Park 

Sunday, May 31, 5:30-8:30p 

Congratulations 
Graduates! 

Experience is an incredibly effective teacher, but I don’t think we have 

to always endure the brutal schooling it offers. I wish that I would have 

realized the truth of Proverbs 19:20 – “Listen to advice and accept in-

struction, that you may gain wisdom in the future.” I definitely didn’t 

know it all- in fact at some point in college I remember thinking, “The 

more I learn, it just seems to become more evident how little I know 

and how much more I need to learn…” But, at the same time, there 

were things I did know and college professors sometimes made me feel 

completely foolish. 

So, if I could go back in time to the spring of 2007 when I walked out 

of the doors of my high school feeling like I’d  never have to do home-

work again… I wish I would have absorbed, chewed on, taken to heart 

the following 5 things – prior to walking onto my college campus that 

Kokesch Open House 
Please join us to celebrate the graduation of  

Kristen Martha Jo Kokesch from  

GFW High School  

Sunday, June 7th, 4 p.m.-8 p.m.  

at our home, 814 North Carver, Winthrop 

5 Tips for Graduating Seniors: aka What I Wish I Knew in 2007 

From katiesjournal.org 

fall… 

 

Katie’s 5 Tips for Graduating Seniors –  

#1 – Be open to new ideas, but stay grounded in God’s timeless 

truth. 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” – 

Hebrews 13:8 

I remember walking out of the Gen Ed required course, “Understanding 

Human Differences,” freshman year – feeling like I was learning so 

much – while at the same time feeling really terrible and confused as I 

was hit with subtle, and not so subtle, messages that Christians were 

intolerant and ignorant. I have to say – sometimes, in some cases, my 

professors and fellow students were completely right. Christians 

throughout history have failed to love others well and show the grace 

(“Graduates” con nued on page 4) 



 

And lastly: Of the four personal connections we made, 
only one was…awkward.  
To be clear, this wasn’t a bad interaction, per se. It was just one in 
which the person made it clear that they already had a church and 
gave me every non-verbal cue possible that she wanted me to 
leave. So I thanked her (I forgot to “shake the dust from my feet”), 
and moved on. Of course, others may have had more difficult in-
teractions with people and that is also to be expected. In fact, some 
people have had such painful experiences with the church that they 
would be more than willing to express to you their most honest 
frustrations, perhaps using very expressive language. But even in 
those moments, we can hear and empathize with the pain. Even if 
for a moment, we can be a new experience of Christ for them. It’s 
good for us to sit in those moments, and it’s good for them. It is 
not a wasted interaction. 
 
As we continue to look at the beginnings of the early church, we 
see a church that did not have the luxury of sitting around, waiting 
for people to show up on Sunday mornings. Filled with the Holy 
Spirit and a passion for what they have experienced in Christ, they 
shared their experiences with others. In certain parts of the world, 
the church has been seen as a respected institution for a long time, 
and has been able to rely on its cultural standing in order to main-
tain itself. But (for a variety of reasons), this is no longer the case. 
This is difficult, but I also believe that it is setting the stage for 
something new and profound. The church that survives this is go-
ing to be a church that is passionate about the message and is will-
ing to share it, even at the risk of…awkward doorway conversa-
tions (or even actual persecution). We hold within us the Good 
News of God’s Kingdom. May God bless us as we serve our com-
munity together! 
 

Second: Of the four personal connections we made during 
our canvasing, three of these were pleasant interactions.  
We can quickly assume that we are unwanted guests who are risking 
our lives by going to someone’s door. But if we are friendly and non-
threatening, most will be friendly back. Sure, we may take them away 
from their show for a minute, but most people won’t mind if they have 
a friendly interaction at the door. 
 
Even more broadly speaking, we may assume that people will be of-
fended if we bring up our faith or church in conversations. But you’d be 
surprised to find that people are actually fairly receptive to such conver-
sations. In fact, some are very intrigued by religious conversations! 
Perhaps they grew up with a very different church experience and they 
are curious about how others approach or understand their faith. Trust 
me: people are intrigued by those who take their faith seriously, and 
especially if they find that they can have those conversations in a 
friendly, non-threatening way. 

“Pastor” (Con nued from page 1) 

“Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus throughout all 
genera ons, for ever and ever! 

Amen.” 

 – Ephesians 3:20‐21  



The Islamic month of Ramadan will be observed this year from June 

18th through July 17th. Ramadan is a period of fasting that begins 

and ends with the sighting of the crescent moon.  We encourage you 

to join us in 30 days of prayer for the Muslim world to coincide with 

Ramadan.  To that end, we have prayer guides available for you on 

the information table.  We also invite you to join us for a special 

prayer service.   

 

Special Prayer Service for the Muslim World 

Wednesday, June 17th  

7:00 PM 

Ramadan Begins This Month Calvary Covenant Pastor Retires 

Calvary Covenant Church would like to invite you to join them for a 

special day of celebration in appreciation for the service of Pastor 

Mick Murphy and his wife Vickie.  Pastor Murphy is retiring after 37 

years in ministry.  A party is planned for Sunday, June 28th at Calva-

ry Covenant Church, 404 Meeker Street in Evansville, Minnesota.   

 

You are invited to join Calvary for a 9:30 am Worship Service 

and Pastor appreciation presentation.  Lunch will follow at 11am 

with an informal open mic time of “Memories with Mick”.   

 

Please RSVP by email so enough food can be planned for:  

walberg@gctel.com 

that God has shown them. I wish that I would have been more bold many 

times throughout my college experience, humbly acknowledging my failures 

as a Christian and the failures of other Christians, but knowing that I could 

trust God’s Word and sincerely loving those in my classes enough to show 

them – and even tell them about the God that I know loves them so much. 

 

#2 – There’s no end to learning and studying – you 

could always do more. 

“Of making many books there is no end, and 

much study wearies the body.” – Ecclesias-

tes 12:13 

Remember that your grades do not determine your 

value and worth in the eyes of the One who matters 

most. 

“But the Lord takes pleasure in those who 

fear him, in those who hope in his steadfast 

love.” -Psalm 147:11 

 

#3 – Be prepared to make awesome friends. Love 

them well and show them Christ. 

“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.” –

 Proverbs 17:17  

Also, I would totally encourage you to get involved in a church and/or cam-

pus ministry where you can continue to learn and grow in relationship with 

God. My campus ministry involvement was one of the greatest blessings to 

me! (Awesome ministries include, but are not limited to: Cru, Intervarsity, 

& Navigators) 

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” – Proverbs 

27:17 

 

#4 – Start learning how to budget and faithfully steward your money 

asap! 

“Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment…” – 1 

Timothy 6:6 

“Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance 

of counselors there is safety.” -Proverbs 11:14 

(“Graduates” Con nued from page 2) “The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to 

forced labor.” – Proverbs 12:24 

The last thing I wanted to think about was money – my mind was too filled 

with hall council meetings, planning social events, and hanging out with 

friends…and on top of that I had to find time to fit in studying. Yeah, I defi-

nitely did not want to worry about financial planning or savings. This was a 

mistake. Ask your parents questions, get advice from those who are post 

college – don’t worry about money, but don’t be in denial that you will soon 

have to manage bills and other financial commitments. 

It will sooo pay off in the future. 

 

#5 – College seems long, but goes by fast! 

I wasted sooo much time looking forward to the end of 

one thing and the start of the next. I was always plan-

ning what I would do next semester, on every break, 

and stressing over what I was going to do once I gradu-

ated college. Usually I used planning my life post col-

lege as a distraction so that I didn’t have to think about 

my responsibilities at the current time. I would love to 

chat with my internet searching self that was constantly 

googling future careers and tell her, “Hey, just a heads 

up – when you graduate, your life will look nothing like you think and it will 

be way better than you could imagine. (Keep in mind – I didn’t say easier, I 

said better.) Now shut your computer, enjoy God’s Word, be faithful where 

He has you today, and eat as much ice cream as possible with your friends – 

who you will not be in the same city as very shortly…” 

 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will 

eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life 

more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds 

of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable 

than they? Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to 

your life?…But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and 

all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not worry 

about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 

has enough trouble of its own.” – Matthew 6:25-27, 33-34 



A note from 
Stephanie Ramos 

Stephanie Ramos and her husband Francisco are our 

WECC-support missionaries to France.  

May 2015  
In Photos 

Top: Enjoying 

nature’s beauty at 

the Women’s 

Ministry trip to the 

Arboretum. 

Middle, Far Le :  

The youth group 

had a blast at their 

year‐end party! 

Bo om: The Sunday 

School Celebra on 

gave our kids a 

great opportunity 

to show off all the 

things they learned 

this year.  

 

Want to see more 

pictures?  Check out 

our Facebook page! 

www.facebook.com

/wincovchurch 



Submit Your News! 
Next Deadline: 6/10 
Please submit newsletter ideas or announce-

ments to the church office in writing, or email 

us at: wincov@means.net. 

107 W. 3rd St.  
Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647-5777 
Pastor: (507)647-3739 

wincov@means.net 

Winthrop Evangelical Covenant Church 

Join us for worship!  Sunday mornings 9:30 am 

What’s 
Happening? 

Church Calendar:  

May 31st:  Graduation Sunday, Blood Pressure Screening 

June 7th: Leadership Team Meeting, 7pm 

June 17th: Prayer Service for the Muslim World, 7pm 

June 20th: Clothes Closet open at 9am, Food Cupboard open at 10 

June 24th: Prayer Shawl Ministry at the Ruff’s, 6pm 

 

Around Town:  
May 15th-16th:   Winthrop Citywide Garage Sales 

June 3rd:  Annual Pie & Ice Cream Social + Bake Sale, Bernadotte 
Lutheran Church, 34122-515th Ave  (East of Lafayette).  5:30-8pm 
More information on the bulletin board or at www.fields-of-grace.org 

June 5th and 6th:   KTIS Joyful Noise Family Fest, featuring Toby 
Mac and Matthew West, National Sports Center, Blaine MN.  Tickets 
and more info at myktis.com. 

June 6th:  2nd Annual Flytte Fun Run 5K & 1 1/2 mile walk, Scandia 
Grove Lutheran Church in Norseland, proceeds to support MSU’s 
intervarsity campus ministry.  Registration details available on the 
bulletin board and at www.scandiangrovelutheranchurch.org. 

June 19th-20th:   RiseFest 2015 music festival, including the music 
of Rend Collective, Matthew West, Jason Gray and the Newsboys, in 
Sheldon, IA.  For tickets and more information, visit 
www.riseministries.com/risefest/. 

June 27th:  21st annual Swedefest family fun festival, at Bernadotte 
Lutheran Church Park (34122-515th Ave). 4-8pm.  More information 
on the bulletin board or at www.fields-of-grace.org 

June 28th: Appreciation service and lunch for retiring Calvary 
Covenant pastor Mick Murphy.  See page 3 for details.  

Church and Local Events 

Need to access the calendar on 

your mobile device?  Scan this 

code or visit www.wincov.org/

events 

Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays: 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at Eunice 
Sahlberg’s home.  

Thursdays: 

-Men’s Bible Study, 6:30pm at Chuck 
Peik’s home. 

Saturdays: 

-Men’s Breakfast, 6am at Hahn’s Dining 

 

Sundays: 

-Worship 9:30am 

-Sunday School 10:45am  


