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CovenantCorner

As many of you know, last month I had the 
opportunity to take part in a week-long workshop on 
Faith and Science at Gordon College. Twenty 
pastors from various parts of the U.S. and Canada 
(and one from Europe) came together to learn about 
various scientific concepts, all with an eye toward 
bridging the gap between the faith community and 
the science community. 
 I have to admit, I wasn’t sure what I was 
getting myself into. I didn’t consider myself 
scientifically literate and was a bit anxious about 
finding myself “in over my head”. On the other 
hand, I’ve also seen and heard the ways that 
Christians often talk about science and have been 
concerned with the disconnect. In fact, it is a 
disconnect that I have felt as well (more on that 
below). So here are a few of my reflections from my 
time studying science: 
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“Pastor” Continued … 

You’re Invited! 
 

Please join us for a Bridal 
Shower honoring Chantel 

Meech and Ma hew 
Wilmot on Saturday, 

August 1st, 10:00 AM, 

here at the church.  All 
a endees are asked to 
bring a favorite recipe on 

an index card.  
 

The couple is registered at 
Target and Bed, Bath and 
Beyond.  They will be 

married October 10th at 
the Bethel Free Church. 

Our world is quite remarkable 
 Honestly, when we look out into the vast universe in 
which we live and down to the microscopic world that makes up 
– well - everything, it is unfathomable. The intricate nature of 
God’s creation is utterly fascinating. Throughout the week, we 
talked about astronomy and supernovae, DNA, genomes and 
atoms. We talked about the simple (yet remarkable) fact that we 
can even study and understand the world around us. And yet, 
how much more there is that is outside of our understanding, yet 
to be discovered. 
 As Christians, when we begin to look at the world 
around us we are really able to get a glimpse of God’s glory. 
And although it may not “prove” his existence to a non-
Christian, it can certainly give testimony. But for us, scientific 
discovery and understanding doesn’t diminish (or explain away) 
God. To the contrary, it helps us understand a bit of his 
character. Think of it this way: we do not have a God who 
threw together a simple, paint-by-numbers world, but a vast, 
complex universe to explore! And he invites us to understand it 
and to use that understanding to glorify him by what we, too, 
can create and imagine. And so, as remarkable as this universe 
is, we have a God who is infinitely more remarkable. 
 
A false dichotomy 
I have to admit that I have lamented the “secular scientist” who 
is out to disprove God. And while there are those scientists that 
would love nothing more than to disprove Christians, science 
itself does not have that aim (science, in fact, cannot disprove 
God). And contrary to popular belief, there isn’t “secular 
science” and “Christian science” – just science. 
One of the more fascinating things that we watched was a 
documentary - a sort of “day in the life of a scientist” 
documentary. It followed a group of Ph.D. students who were 
all working on various scientific projects in a biological 
research lab. Each student is desperately trying to solve some 
scientific riddle in order to get published and graduate. One 
student in particular is working on crystalizing a particular 
protein in order to create at 3D structure that can be mapped and 
studied (exciting, I know!). Day after day (year after year), he 
tries a variety of methods in order to map this protein. 
 What was interesting about the film was that there was 
really no room for religious bias. He wasn’t doing secular 
science or Christian science. He was simply trying everything 
he could in order to ask questions, observe, and seek to 
understand (and do it quickly, lest someone else does it first!). 
And within the scientific community are faithful committed 
Christians, atheists, and everything in between. And they are 
continually developing new technologies and medicines that we 

By Karen Kingsbury:  
 Chasing Sunsets 

 Divine 
 

By Ann Graham Lotz: 
Wounded by God’s 

People 

New Books in the 
Church Library: 
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“Pastor” continued 

use every day. 
 Yes, there are those that interpret certain scientific 
discoveries to claim that religion in general (or specific 
religious interpretations) are untrue. But much of science is an 
attempt to discover the undiscovered; to understand as much 
as we can about this world and to put that knowledge to use. I 
don’t believe God laments this process of discovery. Rather, I 
believe that he delights in our desire to understand what he 
has given us. 
 
Room for dialogue 
 As Dr. Peter Anders (professor of Theology at Gordon 
Conwell Seminary) put it, “I want us to do really good 
theology, and do really good science, and have really good 
dialogue.” This statement was a pretty good summary of the 
week, for me. Over the last year in particular, I’ve had several 
discussion with Christians who hold a variety of views and 
interpretations on science and scripture. These are Jesus-
loving, faithful evangelicals who are committed to the mission 
of Christ. Sometimes we unnecessarily paint other Christians 
and their views as a threat to the faith. This is unfortunate. 
Sometimes (whether we recognize it or not) we act as if the 
Christian faith is some fragile thing that may get destroyed 
merely by having dialogue with someone with whom we 
disagree. I confess that this has been my own attitude. 
 Whether in the area of science and faith or some other 
“hot topic,” I believe that the church has wonderful 
opportunity to create safe spaces where faithful Christians can 
have open, honest conversations – where we can seek to 
understand each other’s perspectives in order to grow more 
deeply together. 
 
 Hopefully, this little recap is insightful (or at least 
mildly interesting). In the end, the world we live in is a gift 
from God – one that is immense and full of mysteries to be 
uncovered. Rather than being suspicious of unwrapping that 

From the Parish Nurse 
4 Problems That Could Mean 
Adult ADHD 

ADHD, or attention-deficit/ hyperac-
tivity disorder, doesn’t just affect 
kids.  In fact, nearly 11 million adults 
in the U.S. continue to struggle with 
symptoms of ADHD.  Here are 4 po-
tential warning signs: 

Extremely distractible.  ADHD is a 
problem with attention.  Many people 
find it difficult to finish tasks, get 
organized, or pay attention during 
conversations or meetings. 

Restless.  While adults aren’t as 
“hyperactive” as children with 
ADHD, they are more likely to be 
restless or unable to relax.  They also 
tend to make impulsive decisions. 

Trouble Starting a Task.  People 
with adult ADHD often procrastinate 
or put off new tasks that require a lot 
of attention. 

Lateness.  Adults with ADHD often 
get distracted when they’re getting 
ready to leave or on their way to an 
event. 

If inattention or impulsive behaviors 
continually disrupt your life, talk to 
your doctor about whether you might 
have ADHD. 

Offerings:  
$11,867.00 

Expenses:  
$14,612.13 

May Finances: 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
changing locations!  We’ve 
outgrown the Ruff home and 
will be meeting in the church 
overflow room at 6pm on July 
22nd, August 26th and 
September 23rd.  The fall 
schedule is still to be 
determined.  Come join us! 
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Evangelism or 
Hospitality—or Both?  
By Olu Brown for www.ministrymatters.com 
 

Some may contend that there is a stark 
difference between evangelism and 
hospitality, but I believe that in twenty-
first-century culture they are 
the same strategy reflected 
differently, as rays from a 
diamond in the sun. 
Historically, many local 
churches have designed 
their evangelism and 
hospitality efforts to include 
the election of a six- to nine
-member team, cookies in 
the lobby for visitors, and 
follow-up via poorly printed 
form letters delivered by the 
US Postal Service. Before 
today, this form of 
evangelism and hospitality 
worked because, for the 
most part in the US, we 
were seeking and reaching 
the loyalty generation. This 
generation grew up in a time 
in America when loyalty 
was king. People from this generation 
stayed with a company, denomination, or 
community organization even if they 
disagreed with its creed or practices or if 
they had unhappy experiences. These 
individuals would work for their employer 
for decades and, upon retirement, receive a 
small cake in a less-than-plush company 
break room, the latest and greatest paper 
certificate with a raised gold-star sticker, 
and handshakes from coworkers who were 
quietly miserable with their own careers, 
secretly wishing that the retirement party 

was for them.  
 
Truly we owe a great deal to these 
forerunners who’ve been so loyal—our 
wonderful institutions, endowments, and 
many of our scientific, religious, and 
technological achievements. Many of these 
individuals who built and nurtured most of 

our local churches and larger 
denominations were a 
congregation’s prime customers 
for the early form of evangelism 
and hospitality. Fifty years ago, 
we could simply hang a cross in 
a new sanctuary, place an “open 
for business” sign on the front 
door, and rightly expect as a 
direct result that people would 
enter the building and 
experience the power of God. 
 
Today it’s an entirely different 
story and landscape, requiring a 
different design, approach, and 
execution. In 2015, the early 
form of evangelism and 
hospitality is no longer optimal; 
it doesn’t help local churches 
connect with the communities 
around them. Today, we are no 

longer trying to reach only the “loyalty” 
generation. We are also seeking the 
“relational” generation. The relational 
generation is a uniquely creative group, 
craving relationships that are not formed or 
nurtured primarily through traditional or 
outdated institutions. As the relational 
generation came into being, many 
denominations and local churches failed to 
maintain a pulse on the current developing 
beneath the flow of the loyalty generation. 
 
The deep undercurrent that our 

“In 2015, the early 

form of evangelism 

and hospitality is no 

longer optimal;  it 

doesn’t help local 

churches connect 

with the communities 

around them. Today, 

we are no longer 

trying to reach only 

the “loyalty” 

generation. We are 

also seeking the 

“relational” 

generation.”   

Continued on page 5 
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predecessors missed was the future 
presence of today’s relational generation, 
which is best explained from the passage in 
Exodus 1:8 (NLT): 
“Eventually, a new king 
came to power in Egypt 
who knew nothing about 
Joseph or what he had 
done.” We were so certain 
that the loyalty generation 
would have children and 
grandchildren who would 
be similarly loyal. 
However, in 2015 we know that this isn’t 
the case as we continue to witness a 
decline in American Christian churches—a 
decline that some find to be incredibly 
frightening. While the decline may be 
scary, it’s also at least motivating, causing 
an energetic mobilization of church leaders 
to research and develop new ideas and 
practices for our denominations and local 
churches. 
 
So, the solution for twenty-first-century 
local congregations is to learn how to reach 
a new and profoundly creative relational 
generation while still connecting to the 
loyalty generation. 
 
We can actually live out this solution by 
practicing good ol’ evangelism and 
hospitality — except that we execute in 
fresh and different ways. We are fresh and 
different when we realize that evangelism 
and hospitality today is more than 
knocking on doors, inviting neighbors to 
the upcoming Vacation Bible School, and 
providing visitors with lobby cookies on 
Sunday mornings. Contemporary, good ol’ 
evangelism and hospitality is actually 
making real and lasting relationships, 
developing a strategy called “zip code 

presence.” This strategy means sitting with 
leaders from our congregations to map out 
our churches’ zip codes in five- to ten-mile 

radius circles accompanied 
by questions like “Who are 
the schools’ principals? 
Who is the police chief? 
Who is the fire chief? Who 
are the business owners? 
Where are the apartments, 
the young people, the 
seniors, and the nonprofit 
organizations?” Like most 

churches and leaders, we will leave these 
kinds of meetings with more questions than 
answers, which is a good result, one that 
means our churches have the opportunity 
to be a twenty-first-century relational faith 
community. Then we can be committed to 
connecting with our immediate 
communities so that our congregations can 
truly be witnesses for Jesus Christ. 
Actually, we would not have enough room 
in any of our churches if we fully 
committed to this practice of evangelism 
and hospitality using zip code presence and 
diligently sought the answers to our 
questions. 
 
Finally, once we ignite zip code 
evangelism and hospitality in our local 
churches, we have to go one step further to 
commit to and practice “extreme” 
hospitality. This type of hospitality is best 
defined by the following three statements: 
All people are welcome. All people are 
worthy. All people have a place. This type 
of extreme hospitality will make authentic 
and lasting places for those in our 
communities with whom we connect via 
the zip code evangelism tool. My hope is 
that we don’t spend much time debating 
evangelism vs. hospitality. Rather, I hope 

Continued from page 4 

Continued on page 6 
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Leadership Team Minutes 

that we recognize and use these strategies as complementary tools and powerful connectors 
to the world around us, deciding to practice evangelism and hospitality on a new level — 
fresh, different, yet somehow familiar. 

Continued from page 5 

Did You Know? 
We have a new tutorial about using 
hashtags!  When you post online and use 
the tag #wincovchurch, you can connect 
your thoughts about WECC to others’.   

We’ve created a little video tutorial to 
show you how this works.  Just go to 
http://screencast.com/t/P6zho2sTa 

to watch it, and then share something 
about our church and type in our hashtag!  

Hashtags are searchable on the social media 
where they are used.    

On Facebook, this means searching for 
#wincovchurch brings up all the posts from your 

friends or public pages that contain that tag.  
Here’s a hint: try searching for 
#ADatWECC using the search function 
within Facebook.  You’ll see all of our AD 
series-related posts.   

Don’t forget: Just because the church is not 
yet on Twitter or Instagram doesn’t mean 
you can’t use our tag!  If you use another 
form of social media, pave the way for us by 
talking us up!  We’ll get there soon! 

Present:  Pastor Kyle, Darren McKinney, Rose Adema, 
Dan Messerli & Sondra Redman 
Opening: Pastor opened meeting with prayer. 

 June LT notes were reviewed and approved. 
 June Financial report & July projected expenses were 
reviewed and approved. 

 Dan will follow up on designated funds balances. 
 Thrivent Account: funds will be transferred to an 

interest baring account at Thrivent 
Pastor’s report: 
 Pastor will be taking some vacation time in August.  He is 

working on getting dates defined and pulpit supply.  
Discussed vision & mission opportunities for the future. 

Ministry Team Updates: 
 Discipleship Team: 

 4 students will be attending MUUUCE in August. 
 Water project was discussed 

 Mission & Outreach Team: 
 Men’s group painted windows and is looking at 

other opportunities 
 Mission Moment is scheduled for this Sunday 

(7/19) 
 Worship Team: 

 Talent Showcase is scheduled for Sunday 9/13 at 
6:30pm 

 Also looking into other possible events this fall 

 Properties Mgmt 
 Update on carpet, painting and future plans/

ideas.  Carpet is scheduled to be installed early 
September. 

Church Use Requests – none 
Communion servers August 2nd:  Darren, Dan & Becky 
Next LT meeting will be August 11th 
 
Items Discussed: 

 Newsletter: Sondra will ask Krystal to include as an 
attachment & link in emails. 
 Quick Books license has been renewed and we will be 
updating to windows 7 on the book-keeping pc. 
 Dan will contact individuals regarding bi-annual financial 
review. 
 Continued discussing electronic payment methods and 
concerns that have been shared with LT members. 
 Next Congregational meeting will be held on Sunday 
November 15th. 
 Reviewed several background check results.  Sondra will 
send list to Krystal so spreadsheet can be updated.  Darren 
will return background checks to individuals. 
Items for August LT meeting: Nominating Committee, agenda 
items for congregational meeting 
Closing: Darren closed meeting with a prayer 

 
Respectfully Submitted ~ Sondra Redman (LT Secretary) 

From the July 14th, 2015 Meeting 
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What’s 
Happening? 

Church Calendar:  

June 18th: Clothes Closet open at 9am, Food Cupboard open at 10 

June 22nd: Prayer Shawl Ministry at the church, 6pm 

August 1st: Bridal Shower at the church, 10am, see pg 2 

 

Around Town:  
July 25th, Dan Hanson Family Benefit, 4-8 pm, Tanker Bay Sports Bar.  Live music, 
pulled pork meal, kids activities, silent and live auction.  Proceeds go to offset costs of 
medical bills and loss of income for Dan’s family. See the bulletin board for more info.  

August 1st: , Joel Fritz Benefit, 4:30-7:30 pm, Tanker Bay Sports Bar.  Pulled pork 
dinner.  Proceeds go to offset costs of medical bills from a life-threatening infection. See 
the bulletin board for more info.  

August 9th, 15th Annual Old-Fashioned Hymn Sing, First Covenant Church of Willmar, 
801 Willmar Avenue, 6pm.  Refreshments will be served.   

August 16th, Tim Hawkins in Concert, Central Baptist Church of Sioux Falls SD, 6pm.  
Order tickets online at www.TrinityCommunications.org  or call 888-780-1116.  More info 
and ticket prices on the bulletin board.  

Church and Local Events 

Weekly Open Events: 

Wednesdays: 

 –Prayer Coffee, 9am at 
Eunice Sahlberg’s home.  

Thursdays: 

-Men’s Bible Study, 
6:30pm at Chuck Peik’s 

Saturdays: 

-Men’s Breakfast, 6am 
at Hahn’s Dining 

Sundays: 

-Worship 9:30am 

-Sunday School 10:45am  

Need to access the calendar on your 

mobile device?  Scan this code or visit 

www.wincov.org/events 

Submit Your News! 
Next Deadline: 7/29 

Please submit newsletter ideas or announcements to the 

church office in writing, or email us at: wincov@means.net. 

107 W. 3rd St.  

Winthrop, MN 55396 

www.wincov.org 

(507)647-5777 

Pastor: (507)647-3739 

wincov@means.net 

Join us for worship!   
Sunday mornings 9:30 am 

Connect with us on Facebook! 

We would love to hear from you!  Comment, like and share 

at www.facebook.com/wincovchurch. Not a Facebook us-

er?  We’re looking for volunteers to help increase our pres-

ence on other forms of social media.  Contact  the church 

office and let us know where you think we should be next! 


